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April  2010      The monthly newsletter of Union Congregational Church        newsletter@churchbythepark.org  

��t’s no Fenway — no Boston traffic, no $30 parking. But it doesn’t mean you might not see 

some excitement or Red Sox stars… come with us for a Sunday afternoon game on May 16 

in Pawtucket, Rhode Island — just half an hour away. (To learn more, go to 

www.pawsox.com.) 

 

A donation of $3 per ticket is recommended to help cover the cost of the $6 tickets. All ages wel-

come, but please do not send children alone who need adult supervision. Come along with them 

and enjoy! We’ll have 25 general admission tickets for sale at coffee hour starting this Sunday. 

Or e-mail Jen Wagner at jwagner@ledger.com.  

 

Free tickets available confidentially through Jen or Abby. 

 

We’ll leave directly after Sunday service, carpooling, for the 1:05 p.m. game. At least one person 

will be at the game early to reserve some seats and to call or text the rest of us as to where we are 

seated. 
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Union Congregational Church  
55 Rhoades Ave., Walpole, MA  
Worship 10:30 a.m.  
handicap accessible  
 
Office hours  
Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-2:15 p.m. 
www.churchbythepark.org 
Office: (508) 668-1355  
 
The Rev. Abigail A. Henrich  
The Rev. Jon Paul Sydnor, PhD  
co-pastors (508) 668-1756  
Unioncongregational 
church@msn.com  
 
The Rev. Judy Swahnberg  
associate pastor  
revjudy@mac.com  
(617) 816-6605  
 
Dr. Linda Jiorle-Nagy  
director of music 
linda.jiorlenagy@gmail.com  
(781) 784-5723  
 
Lois Thomas, office manager  
unionoffmanager@live.com  
508-668-2885  
 
Jen Wagner & Pudge Mahoney  
newsletter editors  
newsletter@churchbythepark.org  
(508) 668-6317  
 
Ralph Todesco  
sexton  

T o a person in 

need, a blanket is 

one of the most 

basic, yet 

important, possessions. 

 

In a country where we enjoy so 

many blessings, it can be 

difficult for us to imagine the 

lack of resources that are 

available to the poorest 

of our brothers and 

sisters around the 

world.  To them a 

blanket may be much 

more than a covering to 

keep them warm at 

night, much more… 

 

It can be a cloak to 

keep them warm during 

the day, 

It can serve as a 

shelter, 

It can serve as baggage, 

to hold clothing or 

possessions, and 

It can serve as a bed. 

 

We are reminded of our 

mother’s special care on 

Mother’s Day, and how the love 

and support of our mother 
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A gift of blankets and more 

�
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money is also used to provide 

food, water, and shelter to 

individuals in the days and 

weeks following a disaster.  

After basic needs have been 

met, Church World Service 

provides tools for cultivating the 

earth, and digging and 

maintaining wells.  For more 

sustained self-

sufficiency, Church 

World Service provides 

livestock, healthcare 

services, literacy 

training, and microcredit 

loans. 

 

The ultimate goal of 

“Blankets +”  is to help 

recipients regain their 

footing so that they can 

take control of their lives 

and support themselves 

and their families. 

The past year has seen 

devastating natural 

disasters in Haiti, China, Chile, 

and other parts of the 

world.  Please consider 

supporting this worthwhile 

mission for  Mother’s Day, May 

9.  Look for a flyer in the church 

bulletin on how you can 

participate. 

 

enveloped us when we were 

young, and even into our adult 

years.  It seems that the gift of a 

blanket in honor or memory of 

one’s mother is a particularly 

fitting way to recognize the role 

that mothers play in our lives. 

 

The Blankets + program is 

administered by Church World 

Service and is supported by 

more than  8,000 congregations 

and groups across the United 

States.  Although blankets are 

the most basic item distributed 

by Church World Service 

through the program,  the 



Easter flower dedications 
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Condolences 

Our sympathies, thoughts and prayers are with: 

 

The Doty Family upon the death of Alan’s father, Joe. 

 

Libby Walendziewicz and Bill Wissman and their fami-

lies on the death of their mother, Betty Anne Wissman. 

 

New recycling program 

Y our recycling can earn our church money. 

We thank you for your continued 

participation in our can and bottle drive 

with cans and bottles that have deposits on them. This 

benefits our church’s yearly summer mission trip. 

 

We’re now also looking for your paper in a new 

program to benefit the general fund of our church. 

We’ve signed up with Atibi Paper Retriever for a no-

charge program. Driers pick up the paper at no charge. 

They recycle. We get paid. Look for the bin, arriving 

soon in the church parking lot on the Bird Park side. 

Questions? See Laurie  Kerns. 

 

What you can bring to the “Paper 

Retriever” recycling bin: 

· Newspaper sand inserts 

· Magazines and catalogs 

· Office and school papers 

· Most mail 

 

What you can’t bring (but you may 

be able to recycle elsewhere): 

· Cardboard 

· Food boxes 

· Fiberboard or chipboard 

· Textbooks or hard cover books 

· Phone books 

 The principal hindrance to the advancement of the kingdom of God is greed. It is the chief obstacle to 

heaven-sent revival. It seems that when the back of greed is broken, the human spirit soars into regions 

of unselfishness. I believe that it is safe to say there can be no continuous revival without ‘hilarious’ 

giving. And I fear no contradiction: wherever there is ‘hilarious’ giving there will soon be revival!  

- O.S. Hawkins, baptist pastor  



Pledging is an important part 

of membership.  Our church 

requires the financial sup-

port of our congrega-

tion.  Pledging allows finan-

cial planning to take 

place.  If you have not yet 

pledged financially for the 

2010 year, it is not too 

late.  You can e-mail 

Horace, drop a note to the 

church office, or fill out a 

pledge card and drop it in 

the collection plate.  Your 

support is appreciated.  

 

In loving service,  
 

The Stewardship Committee 

 

pledges.  That is a deficit of 

about 15 percent.  

 

Consistent support is crucial 

in a time of tight budget-

ing.  Using offering enve-

lopes can aid in steady giv-

ing.  There are boxes of en-

velopes available in the nar-

thex of the church.  Another 

way to ensure timeliness is 

through direct checking.   

You can set up weekly or 

monthly drafts through your 

bank.  For necessary infor-

mation e-mail Horace 

Thayer docepac00 

@comcast.net or call him at 

(508) 668-3834. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of 

Union Congregational 

Church,  

 

We, the stewardship com-

mittee, see it as our respon-

sibility to keep you in-

formed during these fiscal 

hard times.  After compar-

ing pledges to actual contri-

butions we saw a defi-

cit.  As a church family we 

need to be consistent and 

timely with our donations.   

 

Pledges were considered 

when our budget was cre-

ated.  For the first quarter, 

we are behind more than 

$5,000 in realized 
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March 17 
 

In memory of 

my aunt, Glena 

Hebard by 

Corinne Hebard 
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March 21 
 

In memory of my 

uncle, Sam  

Hebard by 

Corinne Hebard 

March 28 
 

In celebration of  

Yomara, Soly  & 

Davie’s birthday by 

Mom  & Dad 

 

March 7 
 

 In celebration of 

grampie’s 93rd and 

Meghan’s 31st birth-

days by the Farris  

· Want to purchase the altar or piano flowers? For a birthday, remembrance or other occasion? Flowers are 
$40. (Or, if you’d like to donate flowers without the flowers, and instead give the money to the Good Neighbor 
Fund, this is now an option.) Call church office manager Lois Thomas at (508) 668-1355. 

We need your help in the offering plate 
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7 p.m.  Diaconate (parlor) 
 
��
�����
 
10 a.m.-noon Good Friday children’s 
   activity 
6:30 p.m.  Meal & worship (Herbert 
   Harrison Hall & chapel)
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6:30 a.m.  Easter sunrise service 
9:15 a.m.  Easter children’s service 
10:30 a.m.  Easter adult service
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7-8:30 p.m.  AA meeting (youth room) 
7-9 p.m.  Art class (Sunday School 
   room) 
7:30 p.m.  Choir 
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7-8 p.m.  Cub Scouts (Herbert 
Harrison Hall) 
 
��
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7 p.m.  Rummage sale setup 
   (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
 
��
������
�
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Rummage sale (Herbert 
   Harrison Hall) 
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9:15 a.m.  Questioning Faithful class 
   (parlor) 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 
3-5 p.m.  Girl Scouts (Herbert 
   Harrison Hall - rain only) 
7:30-8:45 p.m. Yoga (Herbert Harrison 
   Hall) 
 
��
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6:30 p.m.  Stewardship meeting 
   (parlor) 
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7:30 p.m.  Cabinet meeting (parlor) 
 
��
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10 a.m.-noon Cabin Fever (Calusdian’s home) 
7-8:30 p.m.  AA meeting (chapel) 
7-9 p.m.  Art class (Sunday School room) 
7:30 p.m.  Choir 
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7:30 p.m.  Outreach meeting (parlor) 
 
��
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St. Paul’s soup kitchen Team A – call Leila or Jen if 
   you’d like to help 
1 p.m.  Memorial service – Betty Anne 
Wissman 
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9:15 a.m.  Questioning Faithful class (parlor)   
10:30 a.m.  Worship 
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CIA information due 
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7-8:30 p.m.  AA meeting (chapel) 
7-9 p.m.  Art class (Sunday School room) 
7:30 p.m.  Choir 
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9:15 a.m.  Questioning Faithful class (parlor) 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 
7:30-8:45 p.m. Yoga (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
7:30-9 p.m.  Confirmation class (chapel) 
 
�
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7:30 p.m.  Knitting group at Calusdians 
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7-8:30 p.m.  AA meeting (chapel) 
7-9 p.m.  Art Class (Sunday School room) 
7:30 p.m.  Choir 
 

 �	�
����	���
 

May 16, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. – car wash to benefit summer mission trip 
May 16, 1 p.m. – Pawsox game – contact Fellowship for tickets 
May 23 – Confirmation Sunday 
Late May – Cookie dough sale to benefit summer mission trip 

 
 
 
 



G et down in your downward 

dog and help raise money for 

our church and summer 

mission trip.  
 

In a combined fundraising effort for the 

general church budget and the Ministries 

in the North Country mission trip, 

Lauren Durso, certified yoga instructor, 

will volunteer teach an all-levels flow 

yoga class.  
 

Classes are open to members, friends 

and family of the church as well as to the 

wider town community. So spread the 

word, grab your mat, and bring a friend 

to yoga.  
 

Money raised from the classes in 

April will support the MINC mission 

fundraiser, and the other Sunday classes 

will be donated to the church’s general 

budget fund. Questions? Contact Lauren 

Durso at lauren@laurendursoyoga.com 

or (617) 817-2988. We look forward to 

Yoga is back for a good cause 

seeing you at class. Namaste!  

  

Classes will be held in Herbert 

Harrison Hall, 55 Rhoades Ave., East 

Walpole.  
  

· Sunday, April 25 from  

7:30 to 8:45 p.m. (NOTE: It is a 

change that there will be no class 

on April 18.,) 

· Sunday, May 2 from 7:30  

to 8:45 p.m. 

· Sunday, June 6 from 7:30  

to 8:45 p.m. 
 

Cost of class is $13. Yoga mats 

available for $1 rental.  

 

 

 

“ 

 
 

There’s no 

good reason 

to be the rich-

est man in the 

cemetery.   

 

- Col.  

Sanders, 

Founder of 

Kentucky 

Fried Chicken 
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Community VNA in Attleboro provides a monthly support group designed for caregivers of persons with Alzheimer’s 

disease or related dementias. The goal is to help caregivers with the challenges of caring for a loved one. Joyce 

Colletto, RN,  the Alzheimer’s Program Liaison will facilitate. Meetings, on the first Tuesday of every month, from 

1:30 to 2:30 p.m., are free and open to the public. For more information about this group or others offered at 

Community VNA, please call 508-222-0118 or go online to www.communityvna.com and click on Calendar. For more 

information on this program, please call the Alzheimer Program Liaison at 800-220-0110 extension 1374. 
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The 2010 
Personnel 
Relations 
Committee 
 

$�	"%�&���� , chairwoman 

uccchurchlady@hotmail.com  

c:  508-740-0430 

$���'�(�����   

kim.dinicola@fmr.com   

c:  617-990-7300   

h:  508-660-0094 

)"����*
��	   

gran063@comcast.net   

c: 508-498-2195   

h:  508-520-6572 

'��+�*��	�����   

d_gustafson@hotmail.com   

h:  508-660-9153 

'�,���-���	�
���

djsenatore@verizon.net    

c:  617-304-2769 
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Thank you to all those who helped with the great flood of 2010.  At one point, 

the entire floor in our Sunday School area was under water.  It took many 

hours over many days to finally get the rugs dry.   
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Noah Kerns would like to say “Thank you all for helping Matt Brown. You 

gave me money so I can give it to Matt Brown.  He needs a wheelchair, a ramp 

and a van.  I raised $650.” On March 3, Noah’s school along with other 

schools in the area held a March for Matt Brown. Matt Brown is a sophomore 

at Norwood High School who was injured in a hockey game in January. He is 

currently at the Shepherd Rehabilitation Center in Atlanta.  All of the money 

raised is going toward the cost of Matt’s rehabilitation.  If you would like more 

information, please visit www.mattbrownnumber3.org.   

  

Additionally, Luke Wassel participated in a March for Matt at his school and 

raised $300. 

Union Congregational Church 
55 Rhoades Avenue 
East Walpole, MA 02032-1128 


