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March 2010     The monthly newsletter of Union Congregational Church        newsletter@churchbythepark.org  

Each Sunday morning someone from the 
congregation reads the opening prayer.   
 
 

If you have read in the past and would like 
to do so again, or if you have never been 
asked, please contact  Janet  Calusdian at  
508-668-6066 or   JCNewcat@aol.com. 
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E verybody loves a good old-fashion chowderfest. And when it benefit’s a great 

cause – like our church’s summer mission trip to upstate New York, all the 

better. So come to Herbert Harrison Hall on Friday, March 19 from 5 to 7 

p.m. and enjoy fish, clam or corn chowders.   
 

Prices range from $3 for just a cup of chowder up to $22.50 for a combo of 2 bowls, 

2 cups, 4 sandwiches, 4 beverages and 4 desserts. 
 

Want takeout? We can do that, too.  Leave a message with the office and we’ll call you 

back. Can’t make it, but want to buy chowder? If there are leftovers, they will be on sale 

after church Sunday. March 20. 
 

So grab a friend and come out for an inexpensive and delicious night to benefit our 

church’s mission trips. 

 

Stop by for a bowl of chowder 
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��’ve tried it all: prayer 

groups, even a prayer 

partner, daily bible 

readings, devotionals, 

women’s groups, spiritual 

retreats, meditative readings and 

more. At the beginning of my 

pastorate I took the wise advice 

of a pastor I admired and began 

each work day with at least 15 

minutes of scripture reading or 

prayer. But stuff happens. My 

prayer life became sequestered 

to quiet moments in the car and 

shower and the few minutes I 

enjoyed in bed before I feel into 

an exhausted sleep.  

  

My spiritual practices weren’t 

enough and I knew it, but every 

time I tried to come up with a 

new discipline, I failed. I’m a bit 

like all of those people at the 

gym that start coming regularly 

every January and then by 

March have stopped all together.  

I use to feel a great deal of 

embarrassment about this. How 

could I, a pastor, be such a 

spiritual slacker? But even 

pastors are like every other 

disciple on the journey — 

imperfect, stumbling, trying. 

And then I also remembered, 

spiritual disciplines are not 
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 I needed something that I could 

commit to like ten minutes of 

exercise each day opposed to 

going to the gym five days a 

week for an hour each time. I 

signed up for the daily still 

speaking devotionals for the 

UCC church that are sent right 

into my inbox each day. 

(iucc.org, hit “subscribe” on the 

right hand side).  

 

What has happened perhaps is 

no less than a miracle. I read 

scripture each day. And I recite 

the prayer at the end of each 

reflection, each day. And every 

day something in my faith 

journey is challenged or 

supported. Each day, even if in 

very small ways, I grow as a 

disciple.   

  

Come next September I’ll tell 

you how it’s going, but for the 

first time I’m optimistic that I 

will be able to keep up a 

spiritual discipline. I encourage 

you this Lent, if you are like me, 

to try out the still speaking 

devotionals and see how just 

five minutes can nurture your 

discipleship. 

limited to prayer and scripture 

study. There are other spiritual 

disciplines that come more 

naturally to me like advocacy, 

letter writing, fellowship, and 

Sabbath rest.  

  

But still, I am well aware that 

when my life is nurtured by 

scripture and seeped in personal 

prayer things are just plain 

better. When I stop praying 

regularly, I lose perspective. 

When I don’t read scripture on a 

regular basis I lose touch with 

my faith.  

 

I knew that returning after my 

maternity leave this time things 

would be even more hectic with 

three children. I knew that I 

would all too easily push prayer 

out of my routine and replace it 

with tasks. I knew I would find 

myself in the office immediately 

logging into e-mail to see what 

administrative needs of the 

church needed attending to that 

day instead of beginning my day 

with prayer. And I knew that I 

would need prayer and God’s 

word more than ever to sustain 

my ministry.  
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O Lord, open my eyes that I may 

see the needs of others; open my 

ears that I may hear their cries; 

open my heart so that they need 

not be without succor; let me not 

be  afraid to defend the weak 

because of the anger of the 

strong, not afraid to defend the 

poor because of the anger of the 

rich... And so open my eye and 

my ears that I may this coming 

day be able to do some work of 

peace for thee.  

-Alan Paton 

  

 Please pray for Rachel Wassel, 

Dick Newton, Fran Scott, Vida 

Mudgett, Betty Anne Wissman. 

Please pray for these members 

of our extended church family: 

Alex Caulton’s mother Salli, Lois 

Thomas’ brother Rev. Paul 

Knudsen,  Jessie Brown, Lew 

Howes’ mother, Esther, Harry 

Kerns, Amanda Capozzi’s niece 

Makenna and Ernie Capozzi’s 

mother, Shirley,  Cheryl Cain’s 

mother Janet Hurley, Jeff DiNi-

cola’s father Dan and stepmother 

Monica, Cheryl Greene’s family, 

Susan Challis’ brother Charles 

Lawry, Donald Simpson (Becky 

Nolan’s dad), Ken Myers’ sister 

Shirley, Donna Gearty’s mother, 

Mary Jane Lucas, Mary Dug-

dale’s sister Cindy Whetsel and 

niece Corey Dugdale, Leila 

Joseffer’s grandmother Olga Ac-

cola and Peter Gearty’s relative 

Daniel. 

Please pray for friends of the 

congregation: 

Norwood High student Matt 

Brown, Carolyn Guiod’s friend 

Marilyn Flynn Barbara Carroll’s 

Praying for our church family 

�

ren Durso), Grace Earl’s nephew 

Jaimey and her extended family, 

Carol Preibis’ grandniece Eily 

and for Matthew, who has mito-

chondrial disease. 

 Please update us with informa-

tion on the well-being of those 

we pray for, or with additions or 

deletions to this list, by calling or 

emailing the Rev. Judy Swahn-

berg (revjudy@mac.com) or Lois 

in the office – 508-668-1355 

friend Susan Solomeni, Grant 

family friend Michelle Mellon in 

Ireland, Leila Joseffer’s col-

leagues Bill Murray and  Barbara 

Cook, Kristin Syrek’s friend 

Amy’s father, Judy Hamilton’s 

cousins Thomas Curley & Mar-

nie Haggard, Joe Mahoney’s 

cousin Kerri O’Brien, Sherryl 

Rudolph (friend of Cheryl Cain), 

Sr. Anne Carabino (friend of 

Melissa Hubbard), Helen and 

Greg (friends of Cindy Hanifin), 

Carolyn and Jay (friends of Lau-

Keep downing  
those carbs 
 

We hope you’re enjoying our new 

coffee hour treats and take-home 

bakery items from Panera. But 

more importantly, we hope you 

know that you’re helping those in 

need with your free-will offerings 

for these goodies.  

 

Can you help with the Panera 

goods on the last three weekends in 

April? We need someone to pick 

up the donation, preferably Satur-

day evening a bit before 10 p.m., 

and set up the goods on Sunday 

morning. Get in touch with Barb 

Maiewski for details. 
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Our sympathies, thoughts and prayers are with Larry 

Iannetti and his family on the death of his father; 

David and Madelene Senatore and their family on the 

death of David’s father, Andrew Senatore; Val Aspin-

wall and her family on the death of her father-in-law, 

Walter; and David Cain on this loss of his mother, 

Peggy, who is also the sister of Phyllis Nixon. 
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Don’t miss our second 

coffee house in our very 

own chapel on March 26. 

Michelle Lewis on vocals 

and guitar with a celloist. 

Folk music, goodies, 

caffeine – what else could 

you want? There is no 

admission fee, though a $5 

donation would be 

welcomed. Goodies and 

coffee are $1 each.   

Go to 

www.michellelewis .com 

to hear her music and learn 

more about her. (And 

check this freaky fact out – 

her mother grew up right 

here on Rhoades Avenue!) 

Opening act: Martha 

Thayer on fiddle. 
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Feb. 7 
 

In celebration of Boy 

Scouts of America’s 100th 

Anniversary by Joe & 

Barb Maiewski  
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Feb. 14 
 

In loving memory of 

Dick Riegel & Ethel 

Burk by Dennis Riegel 

& Judy Hamilton  

 
 
 

· Want to purchase the altar or piano flowers? For a birthday, remembrance or other occasion? Flowers are 
$40. (Or, if you’d like to donate flowers without the flowers, and instead give the money to the Good Neighbor 
Fund, this is now an option.) Call church office manager Lois Thomas at (508) 668-1355. 
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rishioner to propose a resolu-

tion.  All issues will be discussed in 

confidence by the full commit-

tee.  The committee will follow up 

with each individual to initiate dia-

logue, propose recommendations, 

etc. 

The Personnel  Committee held offi-

cie hours in February and will hold 

office hours on March 14 by ap-

pointment after worship from noon 

to 2 p.m. Thereafter, office hours 

will be held on the second Sunday of 

the month, pre- and post-worship, 

from  8:15 to 10 a.m.  and from 

noon to 2 p.m. 

In accordance with the church bylaws 

[The committee shall serve as a liaison 

between Church employees and the 

congregation. Sec 8.A.] , the Personnel 

Committee has created Office Hours 

for open communication with Parish-

ioners (members and non-members) 

and representatives of the Personnel 

Relations Committee to address any 

concerns, issues or grievances they 

may have related to pastors or 

staff.  During the appointments, we 

began and ended with prayer, listened 

to the parishioner, and asked the pa-

The 2010 Personnel Relations Committee 
 

Kathy Hinds, chairwoman uccchurchlady@hotmail.com  c:  508-740-0430 

Kim DiNicola  kim.dinicola@fmr.com  c:  617-990-7300  h:  508-660-0094 

Chuck Grant  gran063@comcast.net  c: 508-498-2195  h:  508-520-6572 

Doug Gustafson  d_gustafson@hotmail.com  h:  508-660-9153 

David Senatore  djsenatore@verizon.net   c:  617-304-2769 

 

Lent is a time to reckon with the reality of the darkness. We do so with hope because 

the season ends in Easter, in resurrection, in new life. But we can be raised to new life 

only if we have first died to the old one. That is the challenge and the gift of Lent.  
 

— Kimberlee Conway Ireton 



�����������	�
����
���
���
���
����
����	������

�
� �����
�
�	���

 �����%� �
 
7-8:30 p.m.     AA Meeting (Chapel)  

7:30 p.m.       Choir 
 
 �����&�
 
7 p.m.          Diaconate (Parlor) 
7:30 p.m.  Prayer & Scripture  
  (Chapel) 
 
 �����'�
 
9:15 a.m. Junior Choir   
9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor) 
10:30 a.m.   Worship 
7:30-9 p.m.  Confirmation Class (Chapel) 
7:30-8:45 p.m. Yoga (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
 
 �����(�
 
7:30 p.m. Cabinet Meeting (Parlor) 
 
 �����)*�
 
10 a.m.-Noon  Cabin Fever (Calusdians’ home) 
7-8:30 p.m.     AA Meeting (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m.     Choir 
 
 �����))�
 
7-8 p.m.      Cub Scouts (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
7:30 p.m. Prayer & Scripture (Chapel) 
 
 �����)%�
 
10 a.m.-12:30    Preschool Fair  
        (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
6-8 p.m.        Girl Scouts Father-Daughter 
        Dance (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
 
 �����)&�
 
9:15 a.m. Junior Choir 
9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor)   
10:30 a.m.   Worship 
 
 �����)+�
 
7:30 p.m. Knitting Group  
  (Humphreys’ Home) 
 
 �����)'�
 
7-8:30 p.m. AA Meeting (Chapel) 

���
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�� 7:30 p.m. Choir 
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7:30 p.m. Outreach Meeting (Parlor) 
7:30 p.m. Prayer & Scripture (Chapel) 
 
 �����)(�
 
5-7 p.m. Chowda Fest (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
 
 �����-*�
 
St. Paul’s soup kitchen in Brockton, Team C 
CIA Information Due 
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9:15 a.m. Junior Choir   
9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor) 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
 
 �����-&�
 
7-8:30 p.m. AA Meeting (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m. Choir 
 
 �����-+�
 
7:30 p.m. Prudential Meeting (Parlor) 
7:30 p.m. Prayer & Scripture (Chapel) 
 
 �����-.�
 
8 p.m.     Coffee house (Chapel) 
 
 �����-'  
 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.     Pinewood Derby-Cub Scouts  
          (Herbert Harrison Hall) 
 
 �����-,�
 
9:15 a.m. Junior Choir 
9:15 a.m.    Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor) 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 
 
 �����%)�
 
7-8:30 p.m.    AA Meeting (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m.    Choir 

/����������
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���	��- ,   10 a.m.–noon   Good Friday children’s activity 
���	��-    6:30 p.m. meal and Good Friday worship 
���	��)*      9 a.m.–1 p.m.    rummage sale 
���	��)) ��
��-+     7:30–8:45 p.m.    yoga 
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G et down in your downward 

dog and help raise money for 

our church and summer 

mission trip.  
 

In a combined fundraising effort for the 

general church budget and the Ministries 

in the North Country mission trip, 

Lauren Durso, certified yoga instructor, 

will volunteer teach an all-levels flow 

yoga class.  
 

Classes are open to members, friends 

and family of the church as well as to the 

wider town community. So spread the 

word, grab your mat, and bring a friend 

to yoga.  
 

Money raised from the classes in 

April will support the MINC mission 

fundraiser, and the other Sunday classes 

will be donated to the church’s general 

budget fund. Questions? Contact Lauren 

Durso at lauren@laurendursoyoga.com 

or (617) 817-2988. We look forward to 

Yoga is back for a good cause 

seeing you at class. Namaste!  

  

Classes will be held in Herbert 

Harrison Hall, 55 Rhoades Ave., East 

Walpole.  
  

· Sunday, April 11 and  25 from  

7:30 to 8:45 p.m. (NOTE: It is a 

change that there will be no class 

on April 18.,) 

· Sunday, May 2 from 7:30  

to 8:45 p.m. 

· Sunday, June 6 from 7:30 to 8:45 

p.m. 
 

Cost of class is $13. Yoga mats 

available for $1 rental.  

 

  

Thank you 
  

I want to thank the 

people of Union 

Congregational 

Church for their 

kind words of sym-

pathy and support on 

the death of my fa-

ther.  Your prayers 

have meant so much 

to me and my fam-

ily.  I am grateful for 

the opportunity to 

have spent time in 

worship with you all 

over this past year 

and for the sense of 

welcome and friend-

ship you have of-

fered me in return.  

Christ is indeed 

alive and well in 

East Walpole 

 

In gratitude, 

The Rev. Larry  

Iannetti 
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slave and then free woman's remarkable experience 

spans six decades and three continents and brings to life 

crucial chapters in our American history from the slave 

trade, to plantation life, to the Revolutionary War, to the 

abolitionist movement.  

 

Helpful resource: Goodguide.com Opening any cup-

board in your home might cause a panic attack after 

reading the latest report about some new chemical that 

might cause cancer, genetic defects, infertility, you 

name it. It’s hard to sort through all the information we 

are bombarded with and know just what is real science 

and what is just fear. The Good Guide web site ranks 

products on a scale of 1-10 based on environmental im-

pact, corporate social values, and health implications.  

 

Watch again: Places in the Heart. I have recom-

mended this movie so many times, but it’s worth seeing 

every year! I just watched it again before showing it to 

the confirmation class. The Christian overtones in the 

movie are powerful. Sally Fields won an Oscar for her 

performance and Danny Glover, Ed Harris and John 

Malkovich are equally as good. It is the story of a 

widow trying to make ends meet during the Great De-

pression, but it is also a story about race, forgiveness, 

and ultimately what binds people together.  

 

Shocking fact: More children have died from diarrheal 

diseases worldwide in the past decade than all people 

killed in wars since World War II. Source: Women’s 

International League for Peace and Freedom 

 

Great kids’ book: King and King is a happily-ever-

after story about how people of the same sex can fall in 

love with each other and marry. If your child asks you, 

“Why does my friend have two moms/two dads?” and 

they are not satisfied with 

your answer that families 

take lots of forms, try this 

book. 

 

Best family movie: Be-

cause of Winn Dixie. This 

is our family’s new favor-

ite Friday Night Movie. A 

10-year-old girl, aban-

doned by her mother when 

she was 3, moves to a 

small town in Florida with 

her father, who is also a 

preacher. While there, she 

adopts a stray dog whom 

she names after the local 

supermarket where she 

finds him. Winn Dixie helps her meet an eclectic group 

of townspeople and rekindles an almost lost relation-

ship with her father. My gut tells me that Winn Dixie 

the dog is Jesus and the eclectic group of people who 

become close friends are just like Jesus’ motley disci-

ples.  

 

Fascinating read: Someone Knows My Name was 

given to me by Jon Paul for Christmas and I couldn’t 

put it down over vacation. This captivating story of a 

 

 

 

Pastoral picks 

Have you heard about 

www.goodsearch.com? 

If you search Union 

Congregational Church 

on there, then make it 

your home page for all 

searches, you will earn 

money for our church. 

If you shop via there, 

you earn our church 

money, too. Check out 

the web site for more 

info. 



J esus Christ is the head of 

the church. This statement 

is at the core of UCC 

beliefs, and I believe it too. 

However, I know that church life is 

not always smooth sailing, and that 

is because of who is on the ship: we 

human beings. 

 

Our God is incarnate in our world, 

and ideally, church life is filled with 

spiritual grace. I think the Holy 

Spirit maintains our traditions and 

enlivens our faith. When everything 

works to enhance church life, then 

church works: worship services 

inspire, preaching of the word 

enlightens, music lifts us, 

fellowship pleases and supports us, 

educational opportunities teach us, 

outreach efforts build bridges into 

the world, and pastors know 

everyone who could use a visit and 

do so promptly and with care. 

 

This ideal life is when our hearts 

and our church life are 

“undivided” (in the words of the 

Psalmist,) and our faith enhances 

our living, and our living enhances 

our faith. The whole cycle reminds 

minimize that reality.  Please 

forgive us when we do not know 

you are sick, or sad, or need some 

care.  Instead, tell us if you, or 

someone you know would like a 

visit. 

 

You don’t need to be hospitalized to 

have a visit from a pastor.  

Sometimes you might feel like 

talking to a pastor to talk about faith 

questions, or to serve as a 

companion as you walk through 

various seasons of your life.   

 

Churches are busy places. There are 

lots of worship services, committee 

meetings and details. Pastors spend 

time doing all these things, and 

more, but at the core of all church 

life is loving God and loving 

neighbor. Please help us care for 

every member of the church. 

me of the 

water cycle I learned about in grade 

school: a perpetual force that 

supports life. 

 

Sometimes, glitches happen in 

church life.  

 

One of the most critical needs is for 

the church and the pastors to know 

when the members are experiencing 

both joys and sorrows.  

 

Still, the way life is, people 

sometimes get overlooked.  It 

happens with announcements.  It 

happens with celebrations and 

concerns. It happens in pastoral 

care. The church wants to be a place 

where all are welcomed and all are 

seen and named and lifted up and 

loved. The ministers try to stay 

current with pastoral needs, and we 

depend on each other to help share 

our vision. In any church, when a 

need is overlooked, there is 

potential for deep hurt.  We try to 
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revjudy@mac.com 

Caring calls for all our help 
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“Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brethren, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40. 

 

So where did this One Great Hour of Sharing project 

begin? 

 

In 1946, the newly elected Presiding Bishop of the 

Episcopal Church, Henry Knox Sherrill, addressed the 

United States on a radio program that was broadcast 

across the country.  World War II had recently ended, 

leaving countless tragedies in its wake.  During his 

broadcast, Bishop Sherrill challenged his listeners to 

raise “one million dollars in one hour” for worldwide 

relief.  The appeal was met with great generosity by a 

grateful public.  

 

In 1949, many different religious organizations came 

together and co-sponsored a nationwide broadcast 

called “One Great Hour.”  This program expanded upon 

the efforts that had been spearheaded by Bishop 

Sherrill, and was organized to show the world how 

much could be accomplished when Christians united in 

common purpose.  The radio broadcast was started with 

a brief message of greeting by President Truman, and 

included an appearance by Gregory Peck.  The program 

closed with a request for listeners to “attend their local 

church the next day and to make a special contribution 

for worldwide relief.”  It is estimated that more than 

75,000 churches participated.  The appeal was so suc-

cessful that the appeal became an annual event. 

  

                 

T his Sunday, you’ll find envelopes in your 

bulletins for a special collection called 

“One Great Hour of Sharing.” 

 

 “One Great Hour of Sharing” brings together nine dif-

ferent Christian denomina-

tions every year to raise 

money for worldwide re-

lief.  It is the largest such 

appeal of its kind in the 

United States.  The funds 

are used to provide disaster 

relief, refugee assistance 

and development aid, and 

are distributed according to 

need in consultation with 

international partners who 

are working on the ground 

with local churches.  Hope 

is provided in the face of 

great despair. 

 

Last year, the combined 

offerings raised by “One Great Hour of Sharing” ex-

ceeded $20 million.  The United Church of Christ 

raised more than $3 million of this amount.  One Great 

Hour of Sharing provides us with an opportunity to 

help our brothers and sisters around the world who are 

in need, and to practice the love that is the foundation 

of our faith.   

 

 

 

Your generosity can spur hope 
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If you’d like to send 

basic supplies with us 

to the soup kitchen in 

Brockton, there is a box 

in the kitchen for sup-

plies for St. Paul’s. 

Needs include Big bags 

of sugar, coffee, non-

latex gloves, paper tow-

els, vegetable oil, paper 

napkins, powdered 

drinks, powdered milk. 
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To the members and friends  

of my dear church, 

 

��hinking about Deacon Emeritus has 

brought to mind individuals named to this 

exalted position that you have recently 

honored me with, too.  I believe I actually 

have known or worked with all but the first two 

listed on the plaque in the narthex.   Ben 

Russell beckoned me from my Sun-

day School class each week to 

extinguish the candles on the 

altar more than 50 years 

ago, and just recently we 

served together on the 

Prudential Committee.  

Dottie Kirk signed my 

Bible.  I vividly re-

member mornings 

folding rummage with 

Tillie Coburn, making 

sure we stopped in time 

to get her home to make 

Joe’s lunch!   

 

How many teams over the years 

have gone through the kitchen attempting 

to get it “Podgie clean”!  Words were written and 

rewritten attempting to adequately capture the gifts 

of Alec and Harold and Janice…and so many oth-

ers. 

 

I am mindful of the affirming relationships I have 

enjoyed with so many women rich in wisdom and 

service … revising lists for St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen 

with Kay or creating Lenten Chapel services with 

Cay.  Relishing some taste treat from Genie or 

visualizing so many faces behind tables at the fair 

year after year for literally decades.  All of the Dea-

cons Emeriti have been doers.  Many exhibited a 

strong spirituality, and others, I’m sure, felt a more 

private sense of service to God in their lives.   

 

So many memories have moved 

me to renew my appreciation 

for the many people who 

were, and have been, won-

derful surrogate parents 

and grandparents, as 

well as friends, to me 

and my children as they, 

too, grew up in this 

church. 

 

I humbly thank those indi-

viduals who decided, for 

whatever reason, that I should 

be included in a group of such 

historic importance to the generations 

of lives this church has touched and influ-

enced. I am truly stunned.  Thank you from the bot-

tom of my heart.  

 

Nancy Farris 
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Nominating seeks to fill the following slots: 

· Treasurer  

· Co-church school superintendent. 
 

Questions? Want to volunteer? Want to vol-

unteer somebody else? Contact your nomi-

nating committee: 

Carol Sandahl, Jen 

Wagner, Barbara 

Carroll, Leila 

Joseffer or Phyllis 

Nixon. We ask 

that you pray on 

these important 

jobs and whether 

you are called to 

serve. 

 

Fundraising ideas 

“Many hands make light work, and many ideas make great 

progress.”  

The call is out to all East Walpole-UCC members and friends to 

help boost our budget funds! Announced at Annual Meeting, 

Lauren Durso is looking for people to join her fundraising 

efforts to raise money for our church.  

If you have any ideas, suggestions, or are available to help out 

with any events, please contact Lauren at (617) 817-2988 or 

laurendurso@yahoo.com. And be sure to check out the easel 

sign-up at coffee hour. 
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�� ur annual spring rum-

mage sale is April 10.  

In the past we have 

made more than $1,000 on this 

sale. Most of the proceeds will 

go towards our outreach pro-

grams.   

      Please bring GOOD CLEAN 

clothes ASAP and leave them on 

the stage. Labeling bags’ con-

tents will be a great help.  We 

have started sorting and can al-

ways use more help. We charge 

by the bag, so please save paper 

grocery bags.  

     Friday evening (April  9) is 

when  the most help is needed. 

Please come starting at about 7 

p.m. We will need men and 

women to set up tables, carry 

bags from the stage and arrange 

clothes on the tables. This is a 

great time to shop for some bar-

gains and help at the same time. 

The bake table, which makes 

about $300, needs someone to 

take charge and others to help 

with pricing. Please help by bak-

ing something yummy and bring 

it Friday night or early Saturday 

morning.  

     Remember “Many hands 

make light work.”  Please, call 

Janet C. to offer help.  (508-668-

6066 or e-mail  JCNew-

cat@aol.com.) 

     This year we would like to 

request SPORTING GOODS. 

Skates, skis. balls, gloves, 

hockey gear, etc.  Please only 

items in good condition. Please 

do not bring to church until the 

last week of March as we do not 

have a place to store them. We 

are looking for storage space 

and  sports focused members to 

lead this section of rummage.  

 

Other things we’re looking for: 

· Tarps or tents to set up the 

sporting goods section out-

side. 

· Portable clothes racks to bor-

row for the rummage sale.   
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7 p.m. worship, in the chapel 
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10:30 a.m. worship 
I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 
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7:30 p.m. prayer and scripture in the chapel 
  
- 
� �3�
�����$�8�
�#�/����-,��
  

10:30 a.m. worship, communion 
I AM THE DOOR 
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7:30 p.m., prayer and scripture in the chapel 
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10:30 a.m. worship 
I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
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7:30 p.m. prayer and scripture in the chapel 
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10:30 a.m. worship — I AM THE TRUE VINE 
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7:30 p.m. prayer and scripture in the chapel 
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10:30 a.m. worship  
I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 
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7:30 p.m. prayer and scripture in the chapel  
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10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday worship 
YOU SAY I AM THE KING 
Children’s Parade and Children’s Chapel 
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10 a.m. to noon children’s Good Friday activity 
6:30 p.m.  a simple meal followed by worship 
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6:30 a.m. sunrise service followed by breakfast 
9:15 a.m. Family Easter service for children 
10:30 a.m. worship RESURRECTION 

Who do you say that I am?                  –Luke 9:20 
  
 

Lent is a time when the church we explore more deeply just who we follow and where he will lead us — to the upper 

room, to Golgotha, to the empty tomb. This Lenten season we will be probing more deeply who the itinerant minis-

ter from Nazareth was by examining who he said he was.  Come learn who Jesus said he was each Sunday of Lent. 

And then come mid-week for quiet prayer and scripture reflection so that we may explore more deeply who we are. 

J ust as the Spirit led Jesus into the 

wilderness for a period of reflec-

tion and prayer, we too can use the 

Lent for a journey into awareness of the 

ways of God. If our hearts are undivided, 

then our thoughts and actions will be in 

harmony with the ways of God, and our 

lives will be filled with grace. 
 

This Lenten season, instead of giving up 

something, consider adding in time to 

pay attention to where God may be lead-

ing you. Each week on Thursday eve-

nings at 7:30 in the chapel, there will be 

a service of scripture and prayer.  The 

ancient technique of lectio divina will be 

offered as a way to  focus attention on 

the invitations of God.  This spiritual 

discipline quiets our hearts and lifts up 

opportunities to notice phrases in scrip-

ture passages, recognizing that within 

them may be God’s special word to us. 
 

In addition to the services, the pastors 

have gathered some of our favorite 

Lenten resources and placed them in a 

basket in the Chapel. Often through read-

ing the reflections of others, our own 

hearts find deep companionship and 

learnings.  

What is the Lenten Discipleship 

Challenge? During Lent, the chil-

dren in our church will be challenged 

to raise money for the Heifer Project. 

 

Just what are those purple sheets?  

Each sheet mentions a bunch of dif-

ferent ways (from praying to reading 

scripture to caring for others) the 

children in our church can follow 

Jesus. Each sheet that is turned in is 

matched with a dollar by our pastors.  

 

Just what is our financial goal this 

year? You guessed it: $1,000, just as 

we have the past two years. Last year 

we raised another $1,000. Our goal is 

to raise enough money over five 

years to have contributed an ark to 

Heifer Project ($5,000). 

 

What is an Ark? A pair of ducks, 

chicks, water buffalo, heifers, 

geese, lamas, sheep, bees, donkeys, 

chickens, goats, pigs, camels, rabbits, 

and oxen. 

 

Who's the artist who drew the ani-

mals and created the ark for the 

competition between Sunday School 

classrooms? 

Our very own Meredith Doty.  



Union Congregational Church 
55 Rhoades Avenue 
East Walpole, MA 02032-1128 

          Easter flowers 
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