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Annual meeting on Jan. 24

Your vote and your voice these meetings can be

count. Don’'t miss annual long, so you might want to

meeting in the sanctuary make other child-care

Sunday morning. arrangements outside
church.

There is no church school

for the kids, but day care

and special activities will

be available. However,

Each Sunday morning someone from thelf you have read in the past and would like

congregation reads the opening prayer. to do so again, or if you have never been
asked, please contact Janet Calusdian at
508-668-6066 or JCNewcat@aol.com

Church photo directory postponed

The Olan Mills family
photo sessions for a new
church directory have
been postponed. So
watch for upcoming e-
mails and church bulletin
announcements.
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This column was first
published in January of
2008. The Rev. Abigail
Henrich is on maternity
leave.

've been trying to teach
the children in our

church about the seasons

in the Christian year.
Most, if they've been paying

And perhaps even more
refreshing, we don’t have to
compete with commercial

attention, seem to understandsecularism to reclaim

that Advent is the time of

preparing for Christmas and malls don’t even know about

Christmas is celebrated on
Dec. 25 and the 12 days that
follow. But they are still a bit
shaky on Epiphany.
Epiphany begins 12 days
after Christmas — Jan. 6—
and is the day in the
Christian calendar when we

Epiphany as our own — the

Epiphany!
The following is a brief

list of suggestion to help you

celebrate Epiphany in your
home:
Epiphany literally means

story of the Magi.

Pick names in your family
or with a group of friends.
Have each persamake not
purchase, a gift for their
chosen person. Encourage
creativity. Or decorate a wall
or bulletin board in your
home with left over gift tags.
Write on each gift tag gifts of
love we can bring to Christ.

Hang stars all over your
house and leave them up long
after the Christmas
decorations come down.
These stars will help remind
you not only of the star the
Magi followed, but the light
of Christ that will always

to go forth. The wise men setlight up our homes.

out on their epiphany,

celebrate the end of the Wise searching for the Christ

Men’s journey. In many
Latin cultures Jan. 6 is
“Three Kings Day” and is
celebrated with joyful
festivities.

Too often Christmas ends
the moment the presents are
unwrapped and the trash is
taken out. Too often we
forget about the manger and
are on to the next thing. Yet

Child. Search for the Christ
Child in your life by making

The story of the Magi's
journey with only a distance
star to follow is much like
our own story. Each of us are

a list of the places where you on a journey with only

might be ignoring God’s
presence in your life. Place
that list near your bedside
table so it can serve as a
reminder to you throughout
the coming year.

If you have small
children, hide the Christ

newsletter@churchbythepark.org wisely, the Christian calendar Child from your créche

(508) 668-6317

Sarah Dugdale
Beth Sinclaire
nursery care providers

Ralph Todesco
sexton

creates time and space for
faithful Christians to
celebrate the mystery of
God'’s incarnation,
Immanuel, for weeks after
Dec. 25.

somewhere in your house,
make crowns for your
children to wear, and have
them search for the hidden
Baby Jesus. When they find
him, remind them of the

Christ’s light before us —
sometimes dim, sometimes
shining brightly — to follow.

The story of the Magi
should remind us, that no
matter what the
circumstances, our journey
will be successful. Celebrate
your Christian journey this
Epiphany.

Blessings on your journey.
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Praying for our church family

Please pray for Corinne Hebard, grandmother Olga Accola.

Rick and Grace Earl, Dan Drake,

Rachel Wassel, Dick Newton, Please pray for friends of the

Fran Scott, Vida Mudgett, Rich- congregation:

ard Glencross, Alice Kiesling and

Betty Anne Wissman. Grant family friend Michelle
Mellon in Ireland, Leila Josef-

Please pray for these members fer's colleagues Bill Murray and

of our extended church family: Barbara Cook, Kristin Syrek’s
(4 friend Amy’s father, Joe Ma-

honey’s cousin Kerri O’'Brien,
Sherryl Rudolph (friend of
Cheryl Cain,) Sr. Anne Carabino
(friend of Melissa Hubbard,)

Amanda Capozzi's niece
Makenna and Ernie Capozzi's
mother, Shirley, David Cain’s
mother Peggy, Cheryl Cain’s

A family in my sister’s neighbor-
hood was recently stricken with a
double tragedy, when both the

young mother gnd her thrge-year- mother Janet Hurley, Jeff DiNi- Hele?r? and Greg '(fr?ends' of Cindy
old son were dlagr\osed with can- cola’s father Dan, Cheryl He'mlfln,) the Arqerl .fa'Lmll'y

cer. Wh(.en Catherine told me Greene's family, David Sena- (friends of Kristin Mirliani,)

about this, | could only say, Carolyn and Jay (friends of Lau-

‘ _ tore’s father Andrew, Susan
shocked, ‘Dear God, that family Challis’ brother Charles Lawry ren Durso,) and for Matthew,

needs gre.lce.’ She replied firmly, Abby Henrich’s “Uncle Jake”, who has mitochondrial disease.
‘That family needxasseroles

_ Donald Simpson (Becky Nolan’s
and then proceeded to organize

: . ! dad,) Ken Myers’ sister Shirley, Contact the Rev. Judy Swahnberg
the entire neighborhood into Judy Hamilton’s cousin Marnie  (r€vjudy@mac.com) or Lois in
bringing that family dinner, in the office — 508-668-1355 — with
shifts, every single night, for an changes, updates or additions.
entire year. | do not know if my
sister fully recognizes that this
grace.

Haggard, Donna Gearty’s

mother, Mary Jane Lucas, Mary

Dugdale’s sister Cindy Whetsel

and niece Corey Dugdale, Grace

Earl's nephew Jaimey and her
Lr#s # % extended family, Carol Preibis’

& ‘& & grandniece Eily, Leila Joseffer's

) ) s

Thinking about going on a mission trip next sumnveh
our church? Then don’t miss the Jan. 31 meetirggeto
up to speed and give us your input on the next\Wie'll
talk about dates, fundraising and where we’ll bengo
The group will meet in the Chapel after worship.



Church family news

+ *
) ) ) Prayers of Christian hope and faith to Kristin Mir-
/0 liani on the death of her grandmother.
$ ++ + &

$ % & ()*+
Richard Newton has moved to North Carolina,
= . and his new address is:
c/o Stonefield, 213 Rosecommon Lane
" Cary, NC 97511
Phone: 919-467-8421

Dan Cimon has enlisted. His temporary address is:
AB Cimon, Daniel R
/ 321 TRS/ FLT 170/ Dorm B-3
PSC 3
1320 Truemper St. Unit 364034
Lackland AFB, TX 78236-5570

3 Paul Williams has a new phone number. Itis: 774-571-5389.



1 ++*

Dec. 6 Dec. 20 Dec. 27

In celebration of To Colton In loving memory of
Noah, Ben & Mirliani by his Margaret Myers by
Emerson’s 1% parents Kenneth, Rebecca &
birthday by Nathan

Scott & Laurie

Kerns

Want to purchase the altar or piano flowers? Fdiighday, remembrance or other occasion? Flowers ar
$40. (Or, if you'd like to donate flowers withobetflowers, and instead give the money to the Deadaund,
this is now an option.) Call church office manageis Thomas at (508) 668-1355.

l#1 #1

Really, couldn’t we all use a little more fun inrdives? So get out your 2010 calendar — you won't
want to miss these fun, friend-filled, low-costrfefree!) events, sponsored by your Fellowship
Committee.

2 . 34 & 05

Game night (all ages  Progressive dinner — signup necessary. Sign giniyly Coffeehouse — in
welcome) — no signup calling or e-mailing Jen Wagnerbigdogink@comcast.net  our very own
necessary. Just show or 508-488-0506. Babysitting available at a greupnt at Chapel. Live

up at 6:30 p.m. with church. Contact Kyle Akeley for more info. music, caffeine —
some of your favorite what more could
games and snacks or you want?
desserts. We'll set up Snacks, you say?
the hall and provide We'll have them,
drinks. too. Music starts

at 8 p.m.



2009 poinsettia dedications

Given by:

Abby Henrich & Jon Paul Sydnor
Carol & Ken Sandahl

Madelene & David Senatore
Judy Swahnberg & Carl Novotny

Given by:

Melissa & Toby Hubbard
Karen & Tushar Misra

Madelene & David Senatore
Given by

Mary Dugdale
The Farris Family

Anne Fisher

Judy Hamilton, Dennis & Adam Riegel
Abby Henrich

Melissa & Toby Hubbard

Leila Joseffer and Gregory Paul

Laurie Kerns

Lisa LaDew & Bill Morris
Jane McMackin

Al Miller

Karen & Tushar Misra

Phyllis & Peter Nixon
Alice Pilling

Judy Rummell

Ben Russell

Fran & Al Scott

Judy Swahnberg & Carl Novotny
Lester Tarbell

Martha & Horace Thayer

Mary, Lindsey & John Thayer
Lynne & Bill Wassel

Podgie Weissent
Alex Will
Paul Williams

To the Glory of:

In Celebration afrfdanuel

In Celebration of the BiofhChrist
Our Savior Jesus!

God, for Many Blegsi

In Honor of:

Faye Smith
Being “Home Again” at UCC

Our Family Here in Mass. and Orissa, India

Our Children, Yomardy®ar & Davie
In Memory of:

My Mom, Ruth Ring

Hazel Tarbell, Gus, David, BlthGeorge &

Linda Farris and Bill Richard
Roy Fisher
Our Parentd @nandparents
My Baba
Edward Lee Smith and
Ann & Allen Hubbard
Father AlexislPRabert Accola and
Margaret & Mitchell Joseffer
My Mother, Betsy Kendall
Our Loving Parents
Edith & Newton Matrtin
June
Bertha & Charles Grant and
Blanche & Frank Kirley
Louise Nixon
My Daughter, Susan Christiansen
My Parents, Ernest & Cora Coleman
My Parents, Peg & George Rummell
and Margo Rung
Barbara
Our Parents & Grandparents
Louise
Hazel
Our Parents
John Langley
Lynne’s Father, Curt Domiaad
Bill's Parents, Sophie & Sotir Wassel
My Husband, Alexander Weissent

James Shea, Dorothea Shea & JimmyaShe

Kay Williams



10:30 a.m. Worship

7-9 p.m. AA meeting (Chapel)
7:30 p.m. Choir

3:45-6 p.m. Cub Scouts (Preschool,
Youth & Sunday School Rooms)

6:30 p.m. Game night
(Herbert Harrison Hall)

9:15 a.m. Junior Choir

10:30 a.m. Worship

Mission trip meeting MOVED TO JAN.
31 AFTER CHURCH

7:30 p.m. Cabinet (Parlor)
7:30 p.m. Knitting group at Barb
Maiewski’'s house

10 a.m.-noon Cabin Fever
7-9 p.m. AA meeting (Chapel)
7:30 p.m. Choir

7-8 p.m. Cub Scouts (Herbert Harrison Hall)
7:30 p.m. Prudential (Parlor)

St. Paul's Team A, soup kitchen in Brockton
(call Leila Joseffer or Jen Wagner if you'd likedook
and/or come and serve)

9 a.m. Christian Education Committee meeting (Synda
School Room)

9:15 a.m. Junior Choir

10:30 a.m. Worship

7-9 p.m. AA meeting (Chapel)
7:30 p.m. Choir

3:45-6 p.m. Cub Scouts Den meeting (Preschool, tyout
& Sunday School Rooms)
7:30 p.m. Outreach Committee meeting (Parlor)

9:15 a.m. Junior Choir

9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor)
10:30 a.m. Worship — Annual Meeting
7:30-9 p.m. Confirmation (Chapel)

7-9 p.m. AA meeting (Chapel)
7:30 p.m. Choir

5 p.m. Progressive Dinner (Meet at church)

9:15 a.m. Junior Choir

9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor)

10:30 a.m. Worship

Summer mission planning meeting after church (Chape



I I or many years, there have béigfe envelopes in the pews marked DEACONS FUND folks have
been encouraged to give to this fund, especialltherfirst Sunday of every month.

Last year, the Deacons renamed this collectionderaccurately reflect the intent and use of thrslf
This money is not used for or by the Deacons, $used to extend our outreach in the communitiided who find
themselves in immediate need. So, if someone biotfhe church office and needs food for their kitisre is a Stop
& Shop card on hand, purchased by the GOOD NEIGHBORD. Or maybe on oil bill hasn’t been paid ane th
family needs to choose between heat and food...&awdd be written out of the GOOD NEIGHBOR FUNLher
list could go on, but you get the idea....this igstiktionary fund, used by our pastors, as nedss.&leeds arise
within our church, our neighborhood, our town, ardhtimes and in flush times.

We are a church that strives to meet these needsfselves and our neighbors. Please look folvtheLOW

envelopes and give what you can to your neighbors.

&

Church school
volunteers needed

Winter term is Dec. 27
through March 14; we
need one or two
experience pre-K
teachers to work six
Sundays; and in spring,
the term of which runs
March 21 through June

Joanne Stratton, Lauren
Durso, Carolyn Guiod,
Katrina Evans and Scott
Kerns.

Winter term volunteers

Tonda Bourque, Kristina
Granese, Barbara
Maiewski, Susan Challis,
Lew Howes, Lisa Van

13, we need a grades 6-749er Linden, David

teacher or two for 11 or

Senatore, Lynn Golden,

fewer Sundays. We also Amanda Capozzi, Anne

need a hallway helper
for various dates.

Thanks to our fall
term volunteers

Alix Caulton, Kate
Richer, Kristina
Granese, Barbara
Maiewski, Susan
Challis, Lew Howes,
Madelene Senatore,

Cimon, Margie Shirosky,
Katrina Evans and Scott
Kerns.

Other teachers

Confirmation Class -
Abby, Margie Shirosky,
Bill Morris, Mary
Dugdale. Nursery
Caregivers: Sarah

Dugdale, Beth Sinclaire,
Questioning
Faithful: Jon-Paul

Extra bountiful thanks
to those volunteersvho
don't have children in
the church school
program

Janet Calusdian, Barbara
Maiewski, Martha
Thayer, Lew Howes,
Jane McMackin, Mary
Dugdale

Our youth who
have volunteered for
spring term

Kyle Akeley, Amanda
Wassel, Meredith Doty,
Josh Cofsky, Lindsey
Wassel, Hayley

Gundlach, David
DiNicola and Kristin
Hanifin

January 24
— no church school

Instead, we'll have a
shortened family
worship service, pre-
Annual Meeting (the
kids will be dismissed
for a special
entertainment event and
pizza, while adults
remain in the sanctuary
for the meeting.)

Church school
registration is
ALWAYS open

Kathy Hinds
508-740-0430, Church
School Superintendent



Finding a church, a second home

Kristen Syrek recently read this in church as a
“Stewardship Moment.”

grew up in a Presbyterian church in Orchard
Park, NY. Church was my second home. My
family was involved in everything. My parents
were on Session (Diaconate,) we sang in the
choir and were in all the plays, my mom taught genf
mation class, my dad
helped cut down the
4% Christmas tree... we were
always there.

Then, like many people, |
/ took some time off in col-
lege and in grad school. It
wasn't really a priority and
. | couldn’t find a church |
liked. The first few years in
.. Massachusetts were a lot
5 .1/ like that. We moved ever

My parents left the church | grew up in about fineet|
moved here (which is a story for another day.) 8o a
time | talked to my parents, we often talked about
church. | started to hear a lot about their newdu
and the new seminarian — Abby. One day | got a call
telling me that Abby got a job at a church in Wédpo
and asking if | knew where it was. | lived in Meslfi,

of course | knew where Walpole was! So | came ¢o th
installation with my parents and thought “why not?”
figured it was easier than going through the list o
churches in the phone book!

| was laid off when | started coming to the churBb-
ing new to the church, it wasn’t something thatared
with many people. Even though most of you didn’t
know, the support helped. Singing in the choir thes-
apy to me, and joining the outreach committee gage
something to look forward to. | cried on my way leom
almost every Sunday when | first started coming to
church. It was very emotional for me to think that

found a new home.
) . year or so and | would try a
5 . church occasionally. It was My dad once told me that your life is like a tripoda
. 67 also hard to make a priority three-legged stool. The three legs — your work, énom

when none of my friends
89- 1.4 went.
- 1$/-$1-$9<

When we bought a house

in Medfield, | figured |
would settle down and find a church. Since thereewe
n't any Presbyterian churches, it was hard to @éguut
which Protestant church to try first.

and spiritual lives — need to balance. If one fsyaju
feel it. I do. If I don’t come to Union for a whilevery-
thing feels a little off.

| support the church because it gives me balamde. J
me in supporting our church mission with your time,
prayer or money.

Mind the Gap challenge

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed toMliied the Gap Challenge. The challenge was mih, gifts received from 58
adults and 10 children. The total received wa93®, (This includes some large gifts from someviddals.) In addition to this
was the $2,500 gift from the person who initiateid toncept to help with our budget deficit. Thaoki to our unnamed donor who
extended this challenge and then donated to hefe ¢he gap in our budget.
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