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Once again H.O.M.E., 
Inc. is offering 
beautiful  wreaths and 
centerpieces using 
balsam, cedar and pine.   
 
H.O.M.E. is a place in 
Maine where people 
work to “Help Those 
Who Suffer Most” with 
their homeless shelters, 
food banks, learning 

center, free health 
clinic, and house 
building program for 
low-income families.   
 
Order forms are 
available in the church 
narthex or you can 
contact H.O.M.E. at 
207-469-7961 or online 
at www.homecoop.net/
wreaths.  Prices range 

from $20.50 for 
undecorated wreaths to 
$33.95 for a triple 
centerpiece.  All orders 
must be received by 
Dec. 4 and are shipped 
in the order they are 
received.  Shipping 
begins Nov. 23. 

yourself from the Thanksgiv-
the Wal-

Lauren Durso, certified yoga instructor 

levels Vinyasa yoga class on 

Dec. 2009       The monthly newsletter of Union Congregational Church         newsletter@churchbythepark.org  

Buying your wreath can help others 

New church photo directory coming 

O lan Mills 
is coming 
to our 
church 

Jan. 22 and 23 to take 
family photos for a 
new church directory. 
So watch for upcoming 
e-mails and church 
bulletin announcements 
about signing up for 
your photo and 
updating all your 
family’s info to make 
this directory as 
accurate as possible. 
A mid-week February 
date will hold a few 

photo slots, too. 
There is no charge to 
the church or you for 
the photo sittings. There 
is no charge to the 
church or you for the 
directories. We are also 
getting a password-
protected online 
directory.  Photo 
packages will be 
available for purchase. 
Additionally, Olan 
Mills will donate $2 per 
family portrait sitting to 
the charity of our 
choice. 



This column was first 
published in December of 
2007.  The Rev. Abigail 
Henrich is on maternity 
leave. 
 

��osiah has a funny 
way of keeping track 
of time. In brief, this 
is his calendar, 

which of course begins 
with his birthday: birthday, 
Thanksgiving, Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, 
Valentine’s Day, Isaac’s 
birthday, Lent, Easter, 
spring, summer, Fourth of 
July, (vacations!), back to 
school,  church fair, 
Halloween, and then back 
to his birthday. He was 
pondering his internal 
calendar the other day and 
asked me, “What comes 
again after Thanksgiving?” 
I responded, “Advent.” If 
only you could have seen 
the look on his face. You 
would think I had told him 
we were going to Disney 
World (something he has 
recently learned about.)  
 
To Josiah, Advent is all 
about special celebrations 
and rituals. It’s about 
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Union Congregational Church  
55 Rhoades Ave., Walpole, MA  
Worship 10:30 a.m.  
handicap accessible  
 
Office hours  
Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-2:15 p.m. 
www.churchbythepark.org 
Office: (508) 668-1355  
 
The Rev. Abigail A. Henrich  
The Rev. Jon Paul Sydnor, PhD  
co-pastors (508) 668-1756  
Unioncongregational 
church@msn.com  
 
Rev. Judy Swahnberg  
associate pastor  
revjudy@mac.com  
(617) 816-6605  
 
Dr. Linda Jiorle-Nagy  
director of music 
linda.jiorlenagy@gmail.com  
(781) 784-5723  
 
Lois Thomas, office manager  
unionoffmanager@live.com  
508-668-2885  
 
Jen Wagner & Pudge Mahoney  
newsletter editors  
newsletter@churchbythepark.org  
(508) 668-6317  
 
Sarah Dugdale  
Beth Sinclaire  
nursery care providers  
 
Ralph Todesco  
sexton  

�������

����������
���������
��������

�

������������	
���	��
�
���
����������

��	
���
������
	
���������������
�����
��������

and rituals. It’s about 
beautiful decorations, holy 
Nativity scenes, new 
books, presents for no 
reason, and of course, St. 
Nicholas and stockings. He 
loves opening each new 
window on his Advent 
calendar and revels in the 
mystery of the circle of 
candles at our dinner table.  
 
During Advent, Josiah is 
filled with wonder and 
anticipation. I, on the other 
hand, sometimes greet the 
approaching season with 
exhaustion and mental to 
do lists that reel through 
my mind like an old movie 
projector. Often, it seems 
like we adults can grow 
pretty grumpy during 
Advent. I can’t tell you 
how many people tell me 
that they can’t wait until 
Christmas is over. How 
sad! 
  
So this year, after 
watching Josiah’s sweet 

face light up, I’ve 
committed myself to greet 
Advent with the same joy 
and wonder as Josiah will. 
I’ve decided to stop 
complaining about things I 
have to do and instead 
enjoy the doing and not 
worry if I don’t get all of 
my cards in the mail 
before Dec. 25. 
 
Not to mention Christmas 
lasts 12 days after the 25th. 
I’m thinking I might even 
dedicate whole afternoons 
to enjoying the wonder of 
Advent with my boys and 
forget the laundry, dinner, 
and Christmas to-do list. 
Certainly, Jesus will still 
be born to the world if all 
my decorations are up or 
not.  
 
There are so many ways 
our church will be 
celebrating this holy 
season this year. Make 
sure you participate and 
before you know it, maybe 
that childlike joy will 
ensnare you, too. 



 

Help the poor of Boston this Christmas 
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Thinking about going on a mission trip next summer 
with our church? Then don’t miss the Jan. 10 meet-
ing to get up to speed and give us your input on the 
next trip. We’ll talk about dates, fundraising and 
where we’ll be going. It’s the experience of a life-
time. It must be – look at all the folks who give up 
hard-earned vacation time to go! 

City Mission Society of Boston provides gifts for needy families through the 
generosity of people in the surrounding areas.  Once again, we will be 
collecting new items for those in need.  Gift suggestions include:  warm 
jackets, hats, gloves, scarves, socks, sweaters and sweatshirts (especially 
large sizes) for all ages and genders.  Also needed are blankets, backpacks, 
games, books, and ethnic dolls. Gift cards are always appreciated from  CVS, 
Target, Walgreen’s or Kohl’s. Donations can be placed in the collection bin 
located in the hallway near the Sunday School rooms through Dec. 6.   

 

Celebrating Christmas – Outreach style 
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Maybe  
Christmas,” he 

thought, “doesn’t 
come from a 
store. Maybe 

Christmas  
perhaps means a  
little bit more!”  
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The Outreach Committee 
invites you to attend a Fair 
Trade and Alternative Giving 
Festival. This fun event will be 
held during coffee hour on two 
Sundays: Dec. 6 and Dec. 13. 
 
There will be a wonderful  
selection of fair trade items 
available for purchase. Items 
from SERRV International (a 
nonprofit alternative trade and 
development organization) 
will be featured; these include 
holiday items, jewelry, home 

décor, kitchen items, toys, 
foods and gifts for all ages. 
There will also be Cambodian 
Bells and note cards from 
Church World Service, and 
some foods from Equal Ex-
change. 
 
Proceeds from this sale will 
provide income, dignity, and 
hope to people in developing 
regions of the world. 
 
And we have lots of other 
ideas and info, too.  
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The Christmas Fund 
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For 107 
years, the 
Christmas 
Fund has 
been a way in 
which the 
members of 
the United 
Church of 
Christ and its 
predecessors 
have embod-
ied Christ’s 
compassion 
and care to 
those who 
have served 
the church. 

A s Christmas 
approaches, it 
is time to re-
member the 

UCC Christmas Fund (also 
known as the Christmas 
Fund for the Veterans of 
the Cross and the Emer-
gency Fund.) This fund 
provides money to clergy 
and lay individuals who 
have served the church and 
find themselves in need.  
During 2008, gifts to the 
Christmas Fund by donors 
nationwide were 
$1,597,409 and went to 
nearly 1,600 people. 

 

The Christmas Fund is used 
for four distinct purposes: 
 
· Christmas Gift checks 

for retired persons 
· Monthly pension sup-

plementation 
· Health insurance pre-

mium supplementation 
· Emergency grants 

 
For many recipients, the 
funds that they receive 
mean the difference be-
tween affording health care 

premiums, or home heating 
bills.  Our contributions 
make a real difference in 
their lives.  This fund is one 
of five special mission of-
ferings supported by the 
United Church of Christ 
each year which are part of 
the church’s overall mis-
sion.  In this season of giv-
ing, please give as gener-
ously as possible.  
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Oct. 11 

 
To the glory of God and 
in celebration of the  
seasons by the Shirosky 
Family 

 
Oct. 4 

 
In celebration of Vida 
Mudgett on her 100th 
birthday – Thanks be to 
God! 
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Jan. 9  
 
Game night (all ages 
welcome) – no 
signup necessary. 
Just show up at 6:30 
p.m. with some of 
your favorite games 
and snacks or 
desserts. We’ll set 
up the hall and 
provide drinks. 

Really, couldn’t we all use a little more fun in our lives? So get out your 2010 calendar – 
you won’t want to miss these fun, friend-filled, low-cost (some free!) events, sponsored by 
your Fellowship Committee. 

Jan. 30  
 
Progressive dinner – signup necessary. Event starts at 6 
p.m. We’re looking for diners as well as host homes. 
Sign up by simply calling or e-mailing Jen Wagner – 
bigdogink@comcast.net or 508-488-0506. Or look for a 
signup sheet on the bulletin board in the church office 
foyer. Contact Jen, also, if you’d like to host. You don’t 
have to be a cook to host for appetizers or the main 
course. This event is for adults only. Watch for 
babysitting details… and for the special after-party/
dessert details likely to be in South Walpole… 

 Feb. 26  
 
Coffeehouse – 
in our very own 
Chapel. Live 
music, caffeine 
– what more 
could you want? 
Snacks, you 
say? We’ll have 
them, too. Music 
starts at 8 p.m. 
  

 
Oct. 25 

 
In celebration of our 17th 
anniversary by Bill  

Nov. 2 
 

In celebration 
of  Charlie’s 6th 
birthday by 
Mommy, 
Daddy & 
Lainey Grant 
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Nov. 15 
 

In joyous and 
loving celebra-
tion of Barb 
Maiewski’s 
birthday by Joe 

Nov. 22 
 

Dedicated to my 
lovely wife,  
Martha, in  
celebration of our 
30th wedding  
anniversary by 
Horace Thayer 

 

Want to purchase the altar or piano flowers? For a birthday, remembrance or other occasion? Flowers 
are $40. (Or, if you’d like to donate flowers without the flowers, and instead give the money to the Dea-
con’s Fund, this is now an option.) Call church office manager Lois Thomas at (508) 668-1355. 



room lamp. I wish I 
could reset the time the 
sun goes down instead.  
 
I’m 57. I’ve been through 
Decembers before.   I 
know that in some lan-
guage December must 
mean cold and dark.   
 
Aren’t we all candidates 
for the diagnosis of sea-
sonal affectedness disor-
der?    
 
Doctors tell us to get out-
side every day the day, 
let our skin soak up that 
necessary Vitamin D, 
and let our eyes locate 
that bright spot behind 
the gray clouds, the mys-
terious natural circadian 
gremlins adjust our daily 
cycles; they claim the 
way out of our December 
decline is light.  
 
And then our public 
works personnel suspend 
their brethren in big 
buckets in order to deco-
rate bare branches of our 
trees with light bulbs.  
 

Let there be light 
�������
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are into it in a big way. 
Parties mean setting a 
kind of stage, and props 
are necessary: silver 
trays, candles, ribbons, 
poinsettias and greens. 
As if we live each day 
with such studied grace! 
A centerpiece con-
structed of greens, re-
ceipts, Cold-ease and 
wreaths of extension 
cords and credit cards 
would be a more like it.  
    
As we come and go out 
of our homes this season, 
as our wreaths and trees 
drip their needles, as we 
sweep, and wrap, and 
bake, and laugh, and 
ache, and stir, and wor-
ship and drive to Grand-
mother’s house, let us 
light up our lives: breathe 
in the life we are blessed 
to live:  thanking God for 
this door, this home, this 
family, this church, and 
this light of the world 
coming into our lives at 
Christmas: Jesus the 
Christ, love divine.  

D ecember 
darkness 
seems to 
last for-

ever. Almost every week 
I need to reset the auto-
matic timer on the living 

And then the fun begins.  
In the neighborhoods 
there are always some 
early birds who are 
standing in the bushes 
Thanksgiving afternoon, 
while others of us wait 
until all the warmish 
days have passed before 
the urge suddenly comes 
to light up our lives. 
There may be wars, 
H1N1, job anxiety and 
leaping credit card inter-
est rates, but most of us 
look forward to the sim-
ple pleasure of few white 
candles in the windows, 
or sparkling amidst the 
shrubbery. While I try to 
keep our home a tasteful 
display I confess I some-
times enjoy the neighbor-
hoods heavy with kitsch, 
the homes enveloped in 
candy canes and gnomes, 
fat Santas reigning over 
the roof. 
 
Folks decorate on differ-
ent scales: some people 
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Game night 
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Mission meeting 
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Coffee house 
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Dec. 13 
 
9:15 a.m. Junior Choir 
9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor) 
10 a.m.   Angel Choir (Chapel) 
10:30 a.m. Worship; Love Table and fair trade sale 

 
Dec. 16  
 
7-9 p.m.  AA Meeting (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m. Choir 

 
Dec. 17  
 
3:45-6 p.m. Cub Scouts Den Meeting 

(Preschool, Youth & Sunday School Rooms) 
7:30 p.m. Outreach Meeting (Parlor) 
7:30 p.m. Prudential Meeting (Chapel) 

 
Dec. 19  St. Paul’s Team C (soup kitchen in Broctkon) 

 
Dec. 20  
 
9 a.m.  Christian Education Meeting  
  (Sunday School Room) 
9:15 a.m. Junior Choir 
9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor) 
10 a.m.   Angel Choir (Chapel) 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
Dec. 23 
 
7-9 p.m.  AA Meeting (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m.  Choir 

 
Dec. 24 
 
5 p.m.  Children’s Christmas Eve Service 
7:30 p.m.  Christmas Eve Adult Candlelight Service 

 
Dec. 25 
 
10:30 a.m.  Christmas Day Service-Casual Worship 
  (Chapel) 

 
Dec. 27 
 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
Dec. 30 
 
7-9 p.m. AA Meeting (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m. Choir 

 

Dec. 2 
 

7-9 p.m.  Art Class (Sunday School Room) 
7-9 p.m.  AA Meeting (Chapel)  

7:30 p.m. Choir 

10 a.m.-Noon Cabin Fever at the Humphreys 

 
Dec. 3 
 

3:45-6 p.m. Cub Scouts 
(Preschool, Youth  

 & Sunday School  Rooms) 
7 p.m.  Diaconate Mtg (Parlor) 

 
Dec. 5 
 

8-9:30 a.m. Wellness seminar by Lauren Durso 
 
Dec. 6 
 

9:15 a.m. Junior Choir 
9:15 a.m. Questioning Faithful Class (Parlor) 
10 a.m.  Angel Choir (Chapel) 
10:30 a.m. Worship and fair trade sale 
4-6 p.m.  Wellness seminar by Lauren Durso 
7:30-9 p.m. Confirmation (Parlor) 

 
Dec. 8 
 

7:30 p.m. Cabinet (Parlor) 
 

Dec. 9 
 

7-9 p.m.  AA Meeting (Chapel) 
7:30 p.m. Choir 
 
Dec. 10 
 

7-8 p.m.  Cub Scouts Pack Meeting  
  (Herbert Harrison Hall) 



Harry Kerns, David 
Cain’s mother Peggy, 
Cheryl Cain’s mother 
Janet Hurley, Jeff 
DiNicola’s father Dan, 
Cheryl Greene’s 
daughter Nicole, David 
Senatore’s father An-
drew, Susan Challis’ 
brother Charles Lawry, 
Abby Henrich’s “Uncle 
Jake,”  Donald Simp-
son (Becky Nolan’s 
dad,) Ken Myers’ sister 
Shirley, Judy Hamil-
ton’s mother Henrietta 
and cousin Marnie 
Haggard, Donna 
Gearty’s mother, Mary 
Jane Lucas and Peter 

New address 
 

Doris Gifford moved to 
California, and her new 
address is: 
 
721 Rose Drive,  
Apt. C109,  
Placentia, CA  
92870 

Gearty’s relative 
Daniel, Mary Dug-
dale’s sister Cindy 
Whetsel and niece 
Corey Dugdale, Grace 
Earl’s nephew Jaimey 
and her extended fam-
ily, Carol Preibis’ 
grandniece Eily, and 
Judy Hamilton’s cousin 
Thomas Curley. 

Please pray for friends 
of the congregation: 

Amanda Capozzi’s 
niece Makenna, Leila 
Joseffer’s grandmother 
Olga Accola and col-
leagues Bill Murray 

Please pray for Corinne 
Hebard, Rick and Grace 
Earl, Dan Drake, Rachel 
Wassel, Dick Newton, 
Fran Scott, Vida Mudgett, 
Richard Glencross, Alice 
Kiesling and Betty Anne 
Wissman. 

Please pray for these 
members of our extended 
church family: 

Our church family news 
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and Barbara Cook, Kristin 
Syrek’s friend Amy’s father, 
Marge Rawson Vignoni and 
Byrdie Jackson (Podgie’s 
friends,) Joe Mahoney’s 
cousin Kerri O’Brien, 
Sherryl Rudolph (friend of 
Cheryl Cain,) Sr. Anne 
Carabino (friend of Melissa 
Hubbard,) Laura Wahlberg 
(friend of Anne Cimone,) 
Helen and Greg (friends of 
Cindy Hanifin,) the Arcieri 
family (friends of Kristin 
Mirliani,) Carolyn and Jay 
(friends of Lauren Durso,) 
and for Matthew, who has 
mitochondrial disease.    

Charity 
 
We hope you’re enjoying our new coffee hour 
treats and take-home bakery items from Panera. 
But more importantly, we hope you know that 
you’re helping those in need with your free-will 
offerings for these goodies. On Nov. 1 and 8, 
the proceeds went to our church’s “Good 
Neighbor Fund.” On Nov. 15, the money we 
raised went to help South Walpole Methodist’s 
church’s Thanksgiving meals program. On Nov. 
29, the proceeds went to our fund for St. Paul's 
soup kitchen. On Nov. 29, the proceeds went to 
the City Mission Society of Boston to provide 
gifts for needy families.  



Providing support for our troops 
 

Here’s a progress report on how our “Safe 
Church” program is going: 
 
· 48 of 53 staff/volunteers involved in leadership 

of church school/youth programs have com-
pleted the mandatory safe 
church/church school volun-
teer training session.  One 
more session is to come. 
· The Rev. Abby Henrich, 
Phil Hinds, Kistra Damaso 
and Kathy Hinds have been 
working on a comprehen-
sive Safe Church Policy 
document that should be 
ready for the church to re-
view by January.      
· CORI or Criminal Of-

fender Record Information is one tool to help 
insure the safety of our church family.  It is 

��	
���
������
	
���������������
�����
�������� �������
�

��

���

���
�		


�

%�&��
����������

��
�	����
�
��������

����	��

����&�
������
'����	���

��������
�������
��
�
���
���<����'���?

��
��	��������

����	����@�

 

����"�
��!
���������&	���
���

free, and will include all church school/youth 
program volunteers/staff as well as all church 
keyholders (and keyholder spouses.) 

· The Safe Church Policy document will be 
available for all to review.  It will then be 
brought to a special congregational meeting for 
vote, for the church to officially adopt these 
Safe Church policies. 

· Kathy Hinds has applied to the Mass. Criminal 
History Safety Board of the Mass. Executive 
office of Public Safety, and Union Congrega-
tioanl Church has been officially approved as a 
CORI check site.  Kathy has attended state-
mandated training and has been approved as a 
CORI administrator/submitter and Kistra 
Damaso is in the process of being cleared as a 
submitter.   

· We expect to begin the CORI check process at 
Union Church in January.   

Christmas means many things to 
many people.  Seasonal songs!  
Holiday lights!  Gifts!  And of 
course, family and friends. 
 
But there is a large group of 
citizens who will not be sharing 
the holidays with their families: 
the men and women of our armed 
services. 
 
You can, however, help bring 
some seasonal joy to our troops 

by sending them a Christmas 
card.  The American Red Cross is 
sponsoring a program called 
“Holiday Mail for Heroes.” Cards 
must be post-marked no later than 
Dec. 7 to be accepted into the 
program.  Also, please note: 
· The cards should be signed 

and can have a note or other 
text written on the card. 

· Only Christmas/Holiday cards 
are accepted, not letters. 

· Do not include any gift or 

inserts of any kind. 
· Entitle cards “Dear Service 

Member, Family or Veteran” 
· Address the card to: 
      Holiday Mail for Heroes 
      P.O. Box 5456 
      Capitol Heights, MD  
      20791-5456 

 
The Christian Outreach 
Committee hopes to soon present 
other ideas for supporting our 
armed service members. 
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Christmas poinsettias 
 
During this holiday season, members and friends of Union Congregational Church are invited to 
donate $10 to our church in memory of or in honor of loved ones.  Funds raised will be used by the 
Diaconate to purchase Christmas poinsettias and decorations to glorify the Sanctuary for Christmas 
services and to buy baskets of fruit to share with our shut-ins and others in need of Christmas cheer.  
Any surplus will be applied to the Good Neighbor Fund.  Poinsettias may be picked up after services 
if you so desire or they can be delivered to shut-ins.  Please designate your donation on the form 
below to be a memorial or dedication. These memorials and dedications will be listed in the 
Christmas bulletins.  Also, check one of the boxes to let us know how you wish your donation to be 
used.  Thank you. 
� ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please send your Christmas Flower Fund donation and dedication (this form), to the church office 
with payment by Dec. 18.  A donation of $10 is suggested. 
 
The dedication/memorial in the Christmas bulletins should read (please print):    
 
Given By:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In  Memory  /  Honor / to the Glory of (circle one):_______________________________________ 
 
Please check one of the following: 
o  I will pick up my poinsettia(s) following the Christmas Eve Service. 
o  I will deliver my poinsettia(s) to someone in our church family:  name (s) of those you’ll  
      be delivering to: ________________________________________________________________ 
o  I will pick up my poinsettia(s) after Sunday, Dec. 27. 
o  I do not plan to take the plant(s).  Please use the donation to support the purchase of Sanctuary  
      decorations, flowers for shut-ins and the Good Neighbor Fund.            
 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
 


