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Advent Restoration Chapel

‘Let every heart, prepare him room...’

his Advent Season, take a

break in your routine and

come and visit in the

Chapel, in order to experi-

ence restoration and refresh
your soul. The Restoration Chapel will be
open for prayer and meditation any time
the church is open.

Advent is a time of waiting and a time
of memory. Sometimes Advent can be
joyous, and at other times, pain-
ful. During this Advent Season, the pas-
tors invite you to share your joys, or any
concerns or burdens you may be carry-
ing. During Advent there will be periods
each week when Abby or Judy will be
available in the chapel, and you are in-
vited to drop in for conversation.

(Each week, the schedule of times
when the Chapel will be staffed will be
listed in the order or worship, on the
white board in the narthex, or available
by calling the church office).

Feel free to drop in when one of the
ministers is present, or come when you
can just sit and enjoy the solitude. Sit in
the rocking chair, pick up a Christmas  become a whirl of tasks, rather than a sea-
story, and reread a favorite Bible pas-  son for reflection. By visiting the Resto-
sage. The Restoration Chapel is the anti-ration Chapel, we weary mortals can
dote to the Mall: a space for prayer, pause, and create space in our hearts for
meditation or memories. There will be God to dwell. If you have any questions’

baskets of reading materials: Christmas contact Judy at revjudy@mac.com or
books for children, Bibles in different 617-816-6605.

Copyright by He Qi. All Rights Reserved. Used with
Permission. Visit the He Qi Gallery at www.hegigajl.com
to purchase quality art prints of his work.

translations, stories and poetry. Music
and art can both be ways of getting in
touch with the Holy Spirit, so we’ll have

a variety of music on CDs to listen to,
and there will also be a basket of art sup-
plies for those who might want to pray by
creating a mandala, and paper and pens
for journaling and prayer writing, a board
for prayer requests. Advent can easily



Advent courage

We must get up each morning and try to live Goedilives

his has been an ex-  much we can do each and every daypected places: in surprises of relation-
tremely unsettling few We must get up each morning and trghip and situation.

months. First came the to live God-filled lives. And this Ad-
late summer and fall  vent we will need to keep our eyes
threats of hurricanes  open: looking for our God in unex-

on the Southern coast. Then came the
mind-numbing wild ride of the vola-
tile stock markets. The political sea-
son with its gross tonnage of words
by both candidates and pundits added
to the mix. And during all this, our
country was not at peace: our service
people were overseas risking their
lives.

Now that the hurricanes are over,
the election is decided, and
away from war zones, we
read about violent at-
tacks in Mumbai, bi-
zarre acts of violence
within our own state,
and acts of corruption
within the state government.

This world we live in is
often confusing, complex
and filled with risk.

This is Advent, 2008. We
need the Prince of Peace.

As we make our way
again this year to that surprise
birth in Bethlehem, as we try to
cope, as we consider where it is
our treasure lies, as we consider
once more how to live in this
world amidst all the challenges
of life, God remains the same. It
seems to me that the best way to
live in peace is to live according
to the ancient summary of the
law found in scripture.

And you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with
all your mind, and with all your
strength...and you shall love
your neighbor as yourself.

So while there is much chaos
in our worlds, and much in life
we cannot change, there is still

At the close of every worship ser-
vice, it falls to the pastor to bless the
congregation as we all head out. In
the words of benediction come words
not only of wisdom and comfort, but
also guidance:

Go forth into the world to serve God
with gladness;

be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good;

render to no one evil for
evil;

strengthen the faint-
hearted:;

support the weak; help
the afflicted,;

honor all people; love
and serve God,

rejoicing in the
power of the Holy
Spirit.

The grace of Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy
Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

Blessings,

The Rev. Judy
Swahnberg
revjudy@mac.com
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Our sympathies, thoughts
and prayers are with John
Humphrey, who just
recently lost his older
brother, Bob.

Our sympathies, thoughts
and prayers are with Melissa
and Toby Hubbard on the
death of his mother, Ann
Hubbard, who died Novem-
ber 5, 2008 in Florida.

Don Ruhl and Jacqui Cari-
son were married on Satur-
day, Nov. 22, in Honolulu,
Hawaii. If you'd like to send
your best wishes and con-
gratulations, their new ad-
dress is 438 Umberto, North-
port, FL 34287 (phone: 941-
423-5662).
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A class you

don’t want to miss

The Questioning Faithful class meets at 9:15 aarthe
parlor on Sunday mornings. This Advent we will dig-
cussing, amongst other things, the relationshipéet
Saint Nicholas and Santa Claus: the history, meg@ind
competition between the two, and their mutual éféec
Christmas. Why did Santa Claus replace Saint Nag#l
Why is he so universally recognized now, whereastSa
Nicholas, a real historical figure, is practicdibygotten?
And who is there a statue of in Myrna, Turkey whike
real Saint Nicholas lived: Saint Nicholas or Sabkaus?
Join us. All are welcome, young and old.
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Women'’s retreat

Join us at Rolling Ridge (www.rollingridge.org) Worth
Andover on March 27-28. If you ar-
interested please let the church of
fice know. We need to start planni
and in order to do that we need a
sense of how many women are in-
terested in participating. So mark
your calendars now and make a
commitment. We promise this will
be a wonderful renewing and rela
ing time. It will cost less than $10
per person. Financial aid is avail-
able.

When: March 27-28
Where: Rolling Ridge Retreat Center in Andover
More info: contact Judy or Abby
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A season to redefine hospitality

“Let mutual love continue. Do not  afraid of one. But who and what are yeans.

neglect to show hospitality to angelsactually?What are they for? During this holy time of Advent,

strangers, for by doing that some Angelosmeans messenger. An-  \hy not try to redefine the normal

have entertained angels unawares.” gels are the FedEx workers of God: magazine definition of “holiday
—Hebrews 13:1-2  there to deliver urgent letters and hospitality.” Forget about the cute

instructions, some welcome, some  place markers and perfect bottle of

_ unwel_come. They also arrive, on wine to accompany the perfect
he above quote isn't  occasion, to help or heal, hence the gpread of Hors D’oeuvres. Instead

strictly a Christmas mythos of the guardian angel. They try making a connection with a

not to tame it, imag-  Angels are not always safe — don't gay nothing more than “hi” to for
ining it painted on atea cozy ina  forget that Satan was once and is  ginner? Ask someone you don't
nice cursive hand, but see it for forever an angel. They are strange, know very well in our church fam-
what itis: a call to radical wel- and they are strangers. ily to attend the Blue Christmas ser-
come, and risky service. After all, In New England, strangers ig-  yjce with you. Talk to the mom
the author of Hebrews goes onto  nore each other in public —it's the \yho always waits quietly to pick up
say. “Remember those who are in polite thing to do.  her child from school. Sit next to
prison, as though you were in But I've seen someone you don't know at the sen-
prison with them; those who are be- this: when that ior center. Speaking with stranger is
ing tortured, as though you your- rarity, a natural about really believing that YOU are
selves were being tortured.” Tough extrovert (usually a worthy of visitation from an an-
words, when what it means is to Buffalonian) gel — that Someone has a message
pray for violent offenders. shows up and for you.

But I didn’'t mean to go there. It starts acting all

is Advent, after all, that sweet and friendly, we're

spicy time of the year.

It's a time when

a lot of us are

doing extra entertaining,

and being entertained. But what
would it mean to makstrangers,n
addition to loved ones, the benefici-
aries of our hospitality? What
would it mean to entertain an an-
gel?

The Christmas texts are rife with
angels: from the angel of the
Lord’s visit to Zechariah, father of
John the Baptist, on through the
heavenly host singing the Messiah
over the shepherd’s fields. In al-
most every instance, the first thing
they say to those they visit is “Be
not afraid!” What kind of message
is this?

We have so stripped angels of
any kind of awe-ful presence, so
domesticated them with our chatc
kes that we can’t imagine being

grateful for a

chance to drop

the facade, to

get to know

one another,

to bridge the

gulf of loneliness

and difference and
feel that there may
be something to this
“body of Christ,” “one
human family” thing after all.

One thing the angels and the
newborn Jesus have in common is
this: anyone might be a divine mes-
senger, or Godself, disguised in or-
dinary flesh, walking around on this
h- planet. That is what “incarnation”

Grace and Peace,

The Rev. Abigail Henrich
. Unioncongregationalchurch@msn.com



missed the day before

“Thank you for the Christmas gift of $275 from
the Pension Boards-UCC, and the warm Advent
greetings you convey to us. It is very assuring tha
somebody is concerned with our little needs,
not only of money but also of inspiring thoughts
that make us aware that we are connected with
the whole body of the United Church of Christ.”

and promises and with justice for all. Merry Christ-

lIsuch a large amount as to take their mas!
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Meaningful celebrations

Here’s how our church can help you celebrate Adg€e@hristmas

Nov. 30

1% Sunday of Advent worship at 10:30 a.m
Fair trade items for sale during coffee hour

Dec. 1

World Aids Day U2ucharist Service
7 p.m. Wollaston Cong’l Church
48 Winthrop Ave, Quincy, MA

Dec. 3

Quiet Evening Prayers & Reflections
7 p.m. in the chapel at Union Congregational
Church

Dec. 7

2" Sunday of Advent worship at 10:30 a.m
Fair trade items for sale during coffee hour

Prayer Circle in the Chapel at 7 p.m.
Dec. 10

Blue Christmas Service at 7 p.m.

For everyone, but especially for those who are
mourning or find Christmas a difficult time of Dec. 21
year. ’

D 14 Showing of “The Nativity Story” for families
ec. 5:30 p.m in HHH on the big wall!

rd i :
3" Sunday of Advent worship at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 24

Children’s Service at 5 p.m.
Dec. 18 Adult Candlelight Service at 7:30 p.m.

No Time Children’s Advent Event at 5:30 p.m.c?ec_ 25
Do you wish you had spent less time doing an

more time gnjoying? A kid-friendly dinner, fol- Christmas Day Service at 10:30 a.m.

lowed by simple crafts and beautiful stories. Casual Worship. Come in your P.J.s! A service
Geared toward preschool & elementary. of familiar carols, traditional Christmas stories,

and above all celebration!
Dec. 21

4" Sunday of Advent worship at 10:30 a.m.
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Advent resources

It's time to prepare for Advent. And we’ve gotunbh of resources
for you:

Download United Church of Christ guides to Advearnfly cele-
brations in the home. Sing along with our Christrkasaoke,’
send free Christmas e-cards to your friends, aimdi® for real-
time daily prayer on i.UCC.org.

Advent Calendars and adult devotional booklets mgllvailable
at Coffee Hour.

- Or be green and subscribe to a
FREE UCC advent devotional
online in which a team of some of
the most gifted writers and
pastors in the United Church of
Christ collaborate on this daily
spiritual e-mail message. They
include a brief daily thought, a
prayer, and a passage from
scripture. Use it to center your
thoughts any time of the day,
or to help with your time of
daily prayer. Try it out, and if
it's not what you need,
unsubscribe at any time. (You
can also read the Devotional
online. The Stillspeaking
Devotional is a year-round
service, so you'll begin to
receive a daily message the
day after you subscribe. If you want to receives¢éhmeditations
only during Advent and Christmas, remember thatgeu easily
unsubscribe when you want the messages to stogsighaip, go
to http://i.ucc.org/FeedYourSpirit/Subscribe/tahill/Default.
aspx

#. 2 #./0 #./13 #.01
In celebration of | In memory of my father, In celebration of In celebration of
our 14" wedding Horace M. Thayer, Sr., lan’s 20" birthday Faye Smith’s 9%
anniversary by | by Horace M. Thayer, Jrf  and our 18 anni- birthday (Melissa’s
Chuck and Joanne and family versary by Bill Mor- mother) by Melissa
Grant ris and Lisd.aDew and Toby Hubard







memory of or in

honor of loved ones
Money raised will

be used by the Di-

aconate to buy poin-
settias and decora-

tions to glorify the
SEUCEYA
mas services, and td
buy baskets of fruit t
share with our shut-
ins and others.

Any surplus will be
applied to the Dea-
cons Fund.

Poinsettias may be
picked up after ser-
vices or they can be

delivered to shut-ins
Please send your
Christmas Flower
Fund donation / ded
cation (this form), to
the church office
with paymentoday.
A donation of $10 is
suggested.




