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Mission work for the needy

Worship 10:30 a.m.

handicap accessible B e an an d h am S u p p e r

Office hours

Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-2:15 p.m. Proceeds to help with next summer’s mission trip

www.churchbythepark.org

Office: (508) 668-1355

Rev. Abigail A. Henrich
Rev. Jon Paul Sydnor
co-pastors
(508) 668-1756
unioncongregational

church@msn.com

Rev. Judy Swahnberg
associate pastor

reviudy@mac.com
(617) 816-6605

Dr. Linda Jiorle-Nagy
director of music
linda.jiorlenagy@gmail.com
(781) 784-5723

ur church was blessed our work for the needy.

Lois Thomas,
office manager to have so many peo- _
ifitzgibbonsucc@hotmail.com ple — 44, in fact — And enjoy ham, beans, coleslaw, brown
(yes, this is still right for now; willing and able to par- bread and dessert. Adults are $8. Kids 12
itll change soon) ticipate in mission trips and under are $5. Kids under 3 are free.
to upstate New York
Jen Wagner & Pudge Mahone . L .
newsletter editors | this summer to help Ministries inthe  Thanks for your support in the past and
newsletter@churchbythepark.org [ North Country — helping people be future.
(508) 668-6317 warmer, drier and safer.

And maybe you'll think about coming

Sarah Dugdale And it's already time to start thinking ~ along in 2009.

Christina 1zzo

nursery care providers about next year. _ o

Have questions about mission? See Abby

Ralph Todesco So, come to the bean and ham supper oand she’ll be happy to point you to any of
sexton Nov. 22 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. to supportthe 44 people who went this year.
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A good life in bad times

Measure things by love and relationships, not thesDones

he truth is: we are not able to order up | used to think that faith in God was an insurapokcy,

our lives the way we can order up books protecting us against troubles. The Psalms asadfillith

from Amazon.com. pleas for God to spare us suffering. Yet we stiffes.

Where is God is this?

Oh sure, we can plan and plan and plan.

Yet no matter how wise and foresighted | don’t think any of us want to order up chaos im fives.
we are, things we didn’t see coming happen in bath But | do know some people who have told me that in
wider or narrower worlds. some ways they are grateful for the trouble or shao

illness that came their way...because it createdgdan
Sometimes we manage to run into a seemingly comliiu  reprioritized their lives, and rearranged what wagor-
stream of well-being, a profound experience of grathe  tant to them. Maybe the minutia of life fell away,ego,
major players in our lives are well, gainfully emmpéd, or vanity, or relationships that were not life-gigi So
and if we are raising children, they even though they suffered
are cheerfully and skillfully - through a difficulty, in the end
moving along in the direc- they emerged with a type of wisdom
tion of personal responsi- that was hard-won. Dr. Rachel Naomi
bility and maturity. The Remen writes:
market is going up, and
it's sunny, or however we
imagine our perfect world.

“Sometimes what appears to
be a catastrophe, over time becomes
a strong foundation from which to
live a good life. It's possible to
live a good life even though it
isn't an easy life. This is why
| see people with cancer

Other times, it feels like
every member of the
clan is in transition, and
out of equilibrium. We go
through times when older and other people who have
family members suddenly encountered very diffi-
need more help, or need to transition to cult experiences in their
retirement communities or assisted living. Somefim lives as teachers, teachers of wisdom.”

serious health matters dominate our minds, othezdi

employment issues flare up. Sometimes we're ihrea  As people of faith we need to remember to call upan
stews of difficulty: job losses, financial worridsgal God to be nearby, not faraway, and to walk with us
problems and health concerns. And then we fall dawn  through difficult times. And while our faith doest in-

the car doesn't start — and it feels like we just’ttake sulate us from suffering, God is faithful, and Gobbve

one more thing going wrong. endures through our moments of panic and despai+.

yond those shadows, God calls us into lives trahat
These are difficult times. The stock market pluhge measured by the roller coaster rides of the Dovedam-
ripples in many of our worlds: the values of ounes dustrial averages, but in lives filled with thehmess of
have fallen, jobs may be lost, retirement port®ke- beauty and relationship and meaning.

verely diminished. No one seems to be able torately
predict the future.

We would probably never deliberately seek out clmos

catastrophe in our lives. Blessings,

Yet when people share their faith journeys, moterof J Le (rk

than not, there are tales of difficulty, challermgelespair, j/
and stories about transformation: about how Godecam The Rev. Judy Swahnberg



Pastor
picks
PRAYER

Loving God, let there be:

A way of walking that harms not the earth,

A way of having that leaves plenty for othef

A time for tears that dissolves grief,
A time for kindness that heals many woung
A path of peacemaking that settles strife,
A path of justice-seeking that creates hope
Loving God, let there be:
A season of faithfulness,
A promise of eternity,

A way to be living,

A song for singing.

Amen.

DID YOU KNOW?

The number of U.S. religious mutual
funds surged from 34 in 1999 to 75 in 2004
an increase of 112%. (The growth in the
number of mutual funds of all types was ju
16%)

« Assets in all U.S. mutual funds (religiou
and nonreligious) edged up from $4.3 billio
in 1999 to $4.8 billion in 2002 — a growth o
only 11%.

Source: Mennonite Mutual Aid Praxis
Mutual Funds (2003)

BOOK RECOMMENDATION

We've long talked about those 2,000 verse
in the bible that address issues of poverty
injustice, and now there’s a Bible that liter-
ally highlights-in orange-all of thenilhe
Poverty and Injustice Bibldrom the U.K.
based Bible Society, includes a 30-page
insert that explores specific topics with
suggestions for further reflection.

Interested? Check it out at
www.povertyandjusticebible.org
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Thanksgiving
— a little early

ollowing

worship on

Stewardship
Sunday, Nov. 9,
please join us in
Herbert Harrison
Hall for the annual
Taste of Thanksgiv-
ing. The Fellowship
Committee will pro-
vide the turkey,

ages. You bring

plates and utens
please. If you fo

also be asked to
with cleanup. An

gravy and bever-

your favorite side
dish, salad, or des-
sert. Bring your own

you an borrow from
the church,but you'll

area to wash your
dishes will be set up.
If you remember to
bring dishes, perhaps
you can bring an ex-
tra set for the forget-
ful. And bring big
plates, for they'll be
so much good stuff
to fill it with. Come,
eat, socialize, enjoy.

ils,
rget,

help

w

A
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Deacon’s Fund

As you can imagine, during
difficult financial times
many come to our church
needing help. This month
alone, the pastors of our
church have given out more
than $250 worth of Stop
and Shop cards. Please re-
member to support this vital
mission of our church. The
Deacons Fund envelopes
are always in the pews.

Financial
advisers needed

These are tough times. Want to confi-
dentially help some of your church
family go through that stack of bills
and budget plan? Contact Abby or an
deacon if you'd like to help.

Y

If you'd like help with financial mat-
ters, please contact Abby or any dea-
con. All requests will be confidential.

Has the recent economic
turmoil confused you?
Have you always felt less-
than-informed about per-
sonal finance issues?
Would you like to learn
more about investing, sav-
ing, wills, homeownership,
taxes, and money in gen-
eral? Check out 360 degrees
of financial literacy at
www.360financialliteracy.
org and learn in the privacy
of your own home.

Living green: Cut down on paper use by changing the defauihgedf your margins (in Microsoft Word, do this
under Format and Document headers). Standard msetiings for most computer programs range franch to 1.25
inches, yet most printers require only ¥z inch masgill around.
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Holiday

house tour

pend Saturday Dec. 6 from 1-4 p.m.

touring local homes, including a few

antiques owned by members of our
congregation, decorated for the holidays.
Come, peruse, and enjoy the fellowship.
Tickets will be $25 for the tour. Proceeds
go to Union Congregational Church. Please
contact Melissa Hubbard with questions at
mthubbard@verizon.net or 508-668-4756.
This tour is sponsored by the Stewardship

Our church
family \

COLLEGE \ /
ADRESSES
AND E-MAILS

Rebecca Myers
mizzmunkie@gmail.com

Lauren Doty

Mailbox #3000,

735 Anderson Hill Road
Purchase, NY 10577

NEW E-MAILS

Michelle Kelley:
bailey4236@verizon.net

Madelene Senatore;:
madelenes@verizon.net

David Senatore:
djsenatore@verizon.net

CONDOLENCES

Our sympathies, thoughts
and prayers are with
Michelle Wassel and family
on the recent death of her
grandmother, Jean Noblin.

Our sympathies, thoughts
and prayers are with Donald
Cimon, his son Dave, and
grandchildren, Dan, Nicole
and Ryan, on the recent
death of Donald’s wife,
Barbara Cimon.

Committee.

Women'’s retreat

Join us at Rolling Ridge (www.rollingridge.org) Worth
Andover on March 27-28. If you ar-
interested please let the church of //
fice know. We need to start planni
and in order to do that we need a
sense of how many women are in-
terested in participating. So mark
your calendars now and make a
commitment. We promise this will
be a wonderful renewing and rela
ing time. It will cost less than $10i
per person. Financial aid is avail-
able.

When: March 27-28
Where: Rolling Ridge Retreat Center in Andover
Moreinfo: contact Judy or Abby

Helping
the needy

%
i
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Walpole
Food
Pantry

Bring groceries to
church if you'd
like to donate to
Walpole Food
Pantry. There's
always a grocery
cart outside
Herbert Harrison
Hall.

Bulletin announcements

Please note that the deadline for Sunday bulletin announcements is Friday at 8 a.m.
Email office manager Lois Thomas at jfitzgibbonsucc@hotmail.com (yes, this e-mail address will change soon, but

it's good for now.) If there are any other announcements that come up later,

please write them out and hand them to Abby on Sunday.



From Abby

You're always welcome here

y grandma

Ednut, as we

called her,

(her name

was Edna

which we
found endlessly funny) had a beau-
tiful long box on the dresser in her

visiting her grandparents. While
visiting, she realized she had ne-
glected to pack her toothbrush. Her
grandfather assured her they had

was significant, just like the
toothbrush that claimed a college
student’s bedroom in her grandpar-
ents’ home. It was a powerful sym-

spares, as they always did, up in the po| of welcome and of belonging.

bathroom, thinking nothing of his
granddaughter’s request. The next
morning she left the toothbrush in

We don't really need toothbrushes
in the church. At least, | hope most

guest bedroom. This dresser is now the room in which she slept and in-  of ys turn up at church on Sunday

in my bedroom at the parsonage. |
don’t know what happene~
to the box. But in that box
she had a toothbrush for
each of her six grandchil-
dren. Each toothbrush wa
in a traveling case with oL
name neatly printed on th
outside. My toothbrush
was, of course, blue. In th
top drawer of that dresser
she also had a spare nigh
gown and a few of my
6-foot-4 grandfather’s
T-shirts that doubled as
night shirts. We spent
many nights in my grand-
parents’ home.

Everything about my
grandma Ednut’s house ir
vited us to stay: crisp whit
sheets turned down on thi
beds awaiting our restful
sleep, special crepe pancakes with
fresh squeezed orange juice in the
morning, movies my grandfather
taped on his VCR from HBO that
we didn’t tell my mom about,
freshly baked chocolate chip cook-
ies and, of course, our very own
toothbrushes. My memory is filled
with the many weekends and even
occasional weeks we were em-
braced by the small details of my
grandma’s welcome. Each of her
six grandchildren knew that 264
Rosedale Blvd. was our home.

Recently, | heard a similar story

about a college-aged granddaughter

structed her grandparents to leave it
there. Her toothbrush laid claim to
her space within her grandparent’s
home. Later that day, when her
grandfather returned her to college,
a short drive from their home, he
over heard his granddaughter
proudly tell her roommate that she
hadher owntoothbrush irher room

in herhome away from home.

It was just a toothbrush, but | kept
my blue toothbrush holder long af-
ter my grandmother moved out of
her home on 264 Rosedale Blvd. It

5

morning already having
brushed our teeth. Yet God,
in some mysterious way, has
a toothbrush with our name
clearly written on it, beckon-
ing us to return each week to
Christ’'s church. For some of
us our toothbrush may be the
baptismal font that reminds
us of the vows we took at our
baptism or confirmation. For
some it may be someone
who always greets us at the
door. For others it's the
beauty of the familiar and
sacred space. No matter what
it is, God creates space for
each of us and makes sure
there will be a place for us
when we return after a week
away, a few months, or
years. Our place always re-
mains, just as my toothbrush
awaited me, my name writ-
ten across the case in my grandma
Ednut’s spare bedroom.

You are always welcome, but even
more miraculously, you are always
expected in God’s house and at the
church by the park.

Grace and Peace,

i A
L

The Rev. Abigail Henrich
Unioncongregationalchurch@msn.com



Our church family

We received a letter from the
Amandawe Mission Church, our
sister church in South Africa.

Dear Brothers and Sisters

Umthwalume United Congregational
Church of S.A. greet you in the nam
of Jesus Christ. We would like to

thank God for keeping us as friends
and prayer partners from the time M}
and Mrs. Hall have introduced you
and knowing that we have relation-
ship with God’s people who are thou
sands of kilometers away from us.

We would like to thank you so much
for the wonderful gift that you gave
to Mrs. N.F. Myeza and for the letter
that you sent to us. May the good
Lord bless and keep you in his
mighty power. We were very much
blessed on Sunday, 14 September,
the inspiring message that was deliv
ered by Mr. Jan Hall and his wife.

The congregation was very pleased
see Mrs. Ruth Hall looking good anc
healthy after hearing bad news that
she is not well. We thank God al-
mighty for healing power over her
body. During the day of their visit,
we also celebrated the healing of
Thabani Mbambo who had been

badly injured in a car accident and he

was back to church from hospital.

We will never stop praying for you a
our friends; more especially we see
the world is changing there are many
incurable illnesses, accidents, disas
ters of different kinds. We also re-
quest you to pray for our country,
South Africa, as we will be having
election next year for the new presi-
dent. We pray that the elections be
done peacefully.

\v2)

Thank you.

Yours in Christ,

Mthwalume Mission and Outstationg
Hyman, Guquka, Thandweni ,
Nkungwini, Beaconhill, Odadeni and
Mangayiyane.

’Tis the season

Get unique,
thoughtful
gifts that help
others, too

he Outreach Committee will
be sponsoring a fair trade
sale during coffee hour on
Nov. 30 and Dec. 7. Items
from SERRV, www.serrv.
org, (formally known as A
Greater Gift.org) will be
featured, including holiday, jewelry, home

\
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DY decor, hand-woven baskets, gifts and kitchen items.

There will also be a sampling of food items. Aghase from the sale will
provide income, dignity and hope to people in digpiag regions of the

to world.

If you cannot make the sale dates and would bke&hbp, please contact Anne
Cimon at bostonanne@comcast.net or 781-784-6175.

SERRYV International is a nonprofit alternative gathd development organi-
zation. Their mission is to promote the social aodnomic progress of peo-
ple in developing regions of the world by marketihgir products in a just
and direct manner.

SERRV is not an acronym. It is a word on its owithwa twist on the idea of
service. SERRV is an act of enrichment. SERRV paélly stood for “Sales
Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocatiant’their mission has ex-
panded greatly since their beginning.

SERRYV International was started by the Church efBhethren in 1949 to
help refugees in Europe recover economically acdbly from World War

II. In 1999, they became an independent nonpnafited and development or-
ganization.

All of the items they carry are fairly traded, wihimeans that they participate
in a system that not only aims to pay fair wages atso creates long-term,
direct trading relationships. Fair trade is notwtheharity; it uses a fair system
of exchange to empower producers to develop their lmusinesses and to
foster sustainable development.



Our church
family

Jean Paul Sambutu and his
wife had a baby boy, named
Jonathan, in Rwanda on Oct.
5.

IN ACADEMIA

Adam Riegel has been
named as one of the Com-
mended Students in the 2009
National Merit Scholarship
Program. A Letter of Com-
mendation from the high
school and National Merit
Scholarship Corporation will
be presented to him as well
as four other Walpole High
School students. Congratula-
tions!

AWARDS

As the recipients of the
“Faith in Action” Awards for
2008, Dan Cain and Kristin
Hanifin have chosen the
groups that they would like
to donate their gifts of $50.
Dan has chosen Make-A-
Wish Foundation and Kristin
has asked that fundraising
for our church’s mission
trips through Ministries in
the North Country receive
her donation.

Jesus loves the little children

SAFETY FIRST

A “Safe Church” fire drill was
held on Oct. 19. The teachers
reviewed the evacuation proce-
dure with the kids at the begin-
ning of the class...and the alarm
went off at 11:30. Even our lit-
tlest ones went out calmly and
were all accounted for. (And we
got a group picture on the front

steps afterward.)

NEVER TOO LATE

Church School registration is ALWAYS

open! Yes, we kicked-off our church school
year on Rally Day, and church school classes
are in full swing...but please let friends,
neighbors, family know that kids can enroll at
any time during the year. Encourage them to
visit and try our church school program. Let
Abby or either superintendent know about visi-
tors...we'll follow up and ask if they'd like to
register their children.

HELP WANTED

It takes a whole church to offer church schooluolids. We need:

« Hallway Helpers. pick one or more Sundays you'd like to volunteBio prep
work...just be present during Church School! Tésponsibilities/sign-up list is
posted in the church school hallway.

« Springterm (3/22-6/14) teachers. PreK class (the whole term or alternating sun-
days) and 1/2 time Grade 5&6 Class (alternating wite other teacher). Our curricu-
lum makes teaching really easy with minimal presslareparation. It's a real joy to
offer these stream-lined lessons to our youngsters!

Interested in any of the above? Want more inft&ade call either Co-Suprintendent
Carolyn Guiod at 508-668-3407 or Kathy Hinds at-668-7149.

Help make someone’s Thanksgiving Day (and dinner)

The South Walpole United
Methodist Church runs a won
derful program that on Thanks
giving morning prepares and
deliver meals to people who
would be without, as well as p
lice and fire departments in a
few local towns. Cook a side
dish, aturkey, or help pack a
deliver meals Thanksgiving

morning. Questions? Contact the
chair of Outreach Committee
Anne Cimon, or better yet con-
tact Diane Langer, the lay
leader of South Walpole Meth-
odist Church at ladydilanger
@verizon.net. All are also
welcome to assist the church

on Thanksgiving morning with
packing and delivering meals.

Y
w

Throughout the year, the children (and adults) of the congregation donate their “pennies” to the church penny
jar. Each spring, the Sunday School children decide to whom the penny jar proceeds are given. This is done by
majority vote. This year, $100 was collected and will be sent to Mizero Children of Rwanda.
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Altar flowers

Sept. 7 Sept. 14 Sept. 21 Sept. 28
In celebration of 9 In loving memory of In loving memory of | In memory of Bertha
years of marriage, Louise Cofsky, by Eddie Hamilton, by Sandahl and in cele-
by Abby and Jon Susan, Chris, Kyle and Dennis and Adam bration of all moth-
Paul Owen Akeley Riegel and Judy ers, by Ken and
Hamilton Carol Sandahl

A new way to honor loved ones

e are blessed to have this the flowers, and instead give the Want to purchase the altar or piano
church, the people in it thatnoney to the Deacon’s Fund, this is flowers? Or instead donate to the Dea-
we call family and friends, now an option. con’s Fund? For a birthday, remem-
money to heat the building in the win- brance or otheur occasion? Flowers are
ter, kids bouncing around everywherd=rom far away, many might not even $40. Call church office manager Lois
and generous donations of flowers tonotice that the flowers on the altar thathomas at (508) 668-1355.
help make the space visually beautifubunday are the silk ones.

each Sunday. While we all do our best to manage our
And your dedication for the donation own lives in a straightforward and re-
But wouldn’t we still have a blessed will still be printed in the bulletin, sponsible way, sometimes life is unpre-

service without the flowers sometimefi8ted as something like “in lieu of altatdictable, and members of the congrega-
In these hard times, the Deacon’s Fufidwers, the NAME HERE family, tion, or others, face difficult times. The
is being called on more and more. Sanpade a donation today to the Deacoriéaconate, and your church family,

if you'd like to donate flowers withoutFund.” thank you for your help.

Hear our prayers, Lord

Please pray for these members of our extended churc  h family:

Barbara and Peter Carroll's son Matthew, Toby Huathlsamother, Susan Challis’
brother Charles Lawry, Michelle Wassel's motheidd/Mudgett,’ Smitty” (Monica
Smith’s husband) the Scoville Family, Genie Newtoran Scott, Caroline Cobb, Abby
Henrich’s “Uncle Jake,” Donald Simpson (Becky Ndétadad), Ron Pellowe’s Aunt
“Mim” Marilyn Lund as she battles cancer, Ernie 6ap’s sister Cheryl and mother
Shirley, Ken Myers’ sister Shirley, Scott Kern’stfar John as he continues in chemo,
Judy Hamilton’s mother Henrietta, and Betty Annes¥ian.

Please pray for friends of the congregation:

Marge Rawson Vignoni (Podgie’s friend,) Joe Mahdséyend Kevin, and cousin Kerri O'Brien, Coreydf@| San-
dahl's former day care child,) Sherryl Rudolphdfril of Cheryl Cain,) Sr. Anne Carabino (friend aéldsa Hubbard,)
Laura (friend of Anne Cimone,) Helen (friend of @ynHanifin,) the Arcieri family (friends of KristiMirliani,) Carolyn
(friend of Lauren Durso) and Steve (colleague af&®uChallis.)

Please call or email the Rev. Judy Swahnberg (  revjudy@mac.com ) or Lois in the office with updates
on the well-being of those we pray for, as well as for additions or deletions to this list — 508-668-1  355.




November 20

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1
MACUCC Annual
Mtg, United Church
Worcester
2 915am. 3 4 5 6 7 8
Junior Choir;
9:15 a.m. CE Mtg
- Sunday 7:30 p.m. Choir
School Wing;
10:30 a.m. Worship
9 9:15 a.m. Junior 10 11 12 13 14 15
Choir; 9:15 a.m.
Bt o
1%';30“3_,'“_?,53,'gmp Veteran’s Day - 10 a.m. - noon - 7 - 8 p.m. Cub St. Paul’'s Team C
and Ste_wardship Office Closed; 7:30 | Cabin Fever - Scouts - Herbert
?ﬁgr?%'gg/?rftea?tfer- p.m. Cabinet Mtg - | Youth Room; ) Harrison Hall
ward in H. Harrison Parlor 7:30 p.m. Choir
Hall
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:15 a.m. Junior 7:30 p.m. Choir 7:30 p.m. 10 - 11:00 a.m. 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Choir; 9:15 a.m. Outreach Mtg - Mom’s Group - Ham & Bean Sup-
Questioning Faith- Parlor Youth Room per for mission -
ful - Parlor; Herbert Harrison
10:30 a.m. Wor- Hall
239:15Junior |24 25 26 27 28 29
Choir; 9:15 a.m.
Questioning Faith- -
ful - Parlor; 10:30 | 7:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. Thanks- | 7:30 p.m. Choir Happy Thanksgiv

a.m.
Worship; 11:30
a.m. Love Table -
H. Harrison Hall

Prudential - Parlor

giving Vespers -
Chapel

ing — volunteer at
South Walpole
United Methodist
today! (see P. 7)

30

9:15 a.m. Ques-
tioning Faithful -
Parlor; 10:30 a.m.

Worship; 7:30 p.m.

OWL,; fair-trade
sale during coffee
hour

The Summer Mission crew will continue to collect recyclable cans and bottles
as long as the box is outside the door by Herbert Harrison Hall.
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Christmas Poinsettias

During this holiday memory of or in tions to glorify the Any surplus will be delivered to shut-ins.
season, members an honor of loved ones.  Sanctuary for Christ- applied to the Dea- Please send your
friends of Union Money raised will mas services, and to cons Fund. Christmas Flower
Congregational be used by the Di- buy baskets of fruitto  Poinsettias may be Fund donation / dedi-
Church can donate aconate to buy poin- share with our shut- picked up after ser- cation (this form), to
$10 to our church in settias and decora- ins and others. vices or they can be the church office

with paymentoday.
A donation of $10 is
suggested.

The dedication/memorial in the Christmas bulletheuld readgleaseprint):

Given By:

In Memory / Honor / to the Glory of
(circle one)

Please check one of the following:
o | will pick up my poinsettia(s) following the @htmas Eve Service.
o | will deliver my / poinsettia(s) to someoneoar church family: name(s) of folks
you'll be delivering to

o | will pick up my poinsettia(s) after Sunday,d@8.
0 | do not plan to take the plant(s). Pleasetlus@onation to support the purchase of Sanctdagorations, flowers
for shut-ins and the Deacons Fund.
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