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Rwandan children’s choir

Jean Paul Zamputu returns with some very specadds

ean Paul Sam-
putu, and Miz-
ero Children of
Rwanda’s
World Tour
will perform at our
church on Wednes-
day, Dec. 5,at
7 p.m., in the sanctu-
ary.

Last winter, many of
us literally danced in
the aisles during the
performance of tra-
ditional Rwandan
music by Jean Paul
Zamputu. Since
then, he has formed
Mizero Children of
Rwanda, a group of
Rwandan children
who were orphaned
during the 1994
genocide or as a re-

sult of AIDS.
Through traditional
music, dance, cos-
tumes and drum-

dan people.

Jean Paul founded
the nonprofit group
to bring hope to

ming the 12 children Rwanda and the

will take us on a
journey into the
lives of the Rwan-

world through the
arts and technology.

“Mizero” is the Kin-
yarwanda word for
llhope.li

Jean Paul and Miz-
ero Children of
Rwanda have been
touring for two
months and have
performed at the
White House, the
United Nations and
at huge Christian
venues such as Sad-
dleback.

Entrance is free. A
voluntary love offer-
ing will be taken.
Want to learn more?
Go to www.
mizerochildren.org

Falalalalalalala

Good tidings... please join us for caroling to outezt and
shut-ins. You don’t have to be a great singeptead the
Christmas joy. We will gather after worship on D8dor a
quick luncheon of soup in our fellowship hall. Byia small
plate of cookies to leave with our visits. Thigis/onderful
time to share the joy of the season with our chémom

ily. Call Dyan MacLean at (508)339-8307 with quess.
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Plan ahead. Hold a family

meeting to decide what the
group really wants to do and
who’s going to do what.

If you need a symbol for giv-
ing (in addition to Jesus and
the Three Wise Ones), learn about

St. Nicholas.

Avoid debt. Refuse to be

pressured by advertising to
overspend.

Avoid stress. Give to your-

self. Don’'t assume that things
have to be the same way they've
always been.

Draw names rather than eve-

ryone giving something to
everyone else in your giving cir-
cle. Set a ceiling for each recipi-
ent. Give children ONE thing they
really want.

Give what people want to get,

not what you want to buy.

Give alternative gifts. Give to

the needy. Buy crafts and
clothing from developing coun-
tries at alternative gift markets so
that the artisans receive a fair price
for their work. Give of yourself -
a coupon book for future services
such as babysitting or something
handmade or a family service pro-
ject, such as working together at a
soup kitchen.

Celebrate Advent.

Take turns opening gifts
around the tree so that each
gift can be admired and each giver
thanked.
Make changes slowly but
persistently. Don't try to
change everything and everybody
all at once.

I
A glimpse of eternity

uring Ad-
vent, we
walit for Je-
sus to be
born. We
wait for God
to take on human form and
enter into human time.

| believe God created this
construct of time. While it's
difficult to understand or talk
about, two words derived
from Greek help me to con-
ceptualize time. As God's
creatures, we experience the
arrangement of the everyday,
the chronos. God'’s creation
exists in time, and has de-
grees of the finite: plants, ani-
mals, human beings...and
astrophysicists tell us the uni-
verse will eventually die. Our
physical life means that we
experience loss repeatedly.
And yet, there are also
glimpses of another reality, a
quality of time in the universe once in a while we have an This is a side of the holi-
unconstrained by the finite, ~ €Xperience with the transcenday season we sense
an eternal aspect, called kai- dent nature of God and with through worship, tradi-
ros. this different quality of time. tions and love. May your
It may happen when we holdadvent be filled with the
a new baby for the first time,richness of time!

when we grieve, when we
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As the church year cycles
around from Epiphany, Lent

and Easter through Pentecost gather around the table and Blessings,

and back to Advent, each sea-celebrate the Eucharist.

son informs our understand- Whenever kairos breaks \ i

ing of the others, and too is a through, | believe the Holy J L Lk
dimension of kairos. Inour Spirit is allowing us to ' “J/
human experience, every glimpse eternity. Judy Swahnberg

I
Alice says ‘hello’

Alice Kiesling c/o Martha Glover,
P.O. Box 1225, Alamogordo, NM 88311
505-921-1125

She’s busy at the gym and Bible study,
but would love to hear from her Walpole
church friends.



Upon reflection, is it not odd that
human beings, everywhere and in all
ages, have engaged in the making
and performing of rituals? Why

have they done this, when life is full
of dangers and challenges that would
seem to require more practical kinds
of activity? Contrary to common-
sense expectation, rituals are not, in
most cases, the product of affluence

and leisure.
-Tom F. Driver,
"The Magic of Ritual"

1. Impart a sense of identity

2. Provide comfort and security
3. Help to navigate change

4. Teach values

5. Cultivate knowledge of cultural or
religious heritage

6. Teach practical skills

7. Solve problems

8. Keep alive a sense of departed
family members

9. Create wonderful memories
10. Generate joy

Hear our prayers, Lord

Welch)

list — 508-668-1355.

Helen Ammidown, Fran Scott, Caroline Cobb, Donald
Simpson (Becky Nolan’s dad), Peter Carroll's friddehn-
nis, “Smitty” (Monica Smith’s husband) Ron Pellowe’
Aunt Marilyn Land, Bob Stratton and his parentd Bild
Ruth and his sister Dottie, Ernie Capozzi's si§tberyl,
Ken Myers’ sister Shirley, Danielle Shaw (good rfideof
Hinds’ family), and Mike Fitzgerald (friend of Dali

Please call the office with additions or deletitmshis

Thank you all for your prayers, kindness and suppor
Thank you to the deacons for the wonderful soup tha
showed up on my door step. The loss of my grandemot
was very hard on me. It was and continues to bmsdort-
ing to know that | have a loving church family &dlfback. |

A big thank you to
handyman David
Cain for doing so
many odd jobs at

truly appreciate all of your kindness.

Thank you to the hearty souls who helped to ra&eds and

Becky Nolan

generally spruce up around the church buildingrdyri

Clean-up Day in November. Several leaf blowersesaknd

even a few Cub Scouts made short work of the dalily
leaves. The rest can wait 'til spring!

Thank you, thank you,
thank you.

I want to express my
thanks to everyone at the
Union Congregational
Church for helping to
make my ordination day
so wonderful. First, of
course, your calling me to
be your associate pastor
made my ordination possi-
ble. Then, your support
and care guided me
through the Ecclesiastical
Council. And finally, my
ordination day was a day
of love and grace. | appre-
ciate my gift from the

The Prudential Committee

congregationThe Oxford
Companion to the Biblel
will treasure this book
always, and my sermons
should benefit from this
great resource! While not
everyone in the congrega-
tion was able to come to
Wellesley Hills Congrega-
tional Church for the af-
ternoon service on Oct.
21, many Union folks
were able to come, and
your presence meant so
much to me. | was glad
you were able to see my
other church home, too.
Thanks to my colleagues
Abby and Jon Paul for

the parsonage. Andl
a big thank you to
David Senatore, thg
tree guy, for taking
down some trees &
the parsonage to
make room for a
fence.

The Parsonag|
Dwellers

D

participating in the ser-
vice, Judy Fitzgibbons,

the Deacons, and to every-
one who sent baked good-
ies, and Nancy Aicardi,
Jen Holmberg and Janice
Varney for their help or-
ganizing and hosting the
reception in Wellesley.
Becoming ordained was a
true milestone in my life,
and a day of hope and joy.
Thank you from my heart.

Judy




Here’s an Opportunity to step
out of your role as a member
and be a disciple: THeair
Trade Sale during coffee hour.
Help unpack and display fair-
trade items from all over the
world for sale during Advent at
coffee hour or lend your excel-
lent math skills in tallying pur-
chases. Contact Anne Cimone
for more information.

“So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the
child lying in the manger.

When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them
about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them.”

-]
An event-filled Advent

Dec. 2 First Sunday of

lowed by simple craft and

Dec. 23Fourth Sunday of

Advent 10:30 a.m. worship beautiful stories. This event Advent 10:30 a.m. worship
is geared toward ages 3 and

up.

Dec. 5 Mizero Children of
Rwanda7 p.m.
Jean Paul Samputu also per-

forming. \

N\

Dec. 9 Second Sunday of
Advent 10:30 a.m. worship
Followed by Christmas
Caroling to shut-ins at
12:45 p.m.

Dec. 12 Blue Christmas
Service6 p.m.

A simple meal followed by

a reflective worship service.
For everyone, but especially
for those who are
mourning or find
Christmas a difficult
time of year.

Dec. 16 Third
Sunday of Advent
10:30 a.m. worship

Dec. 21 Showing of theFilm
Joyeux Noel7:30 p.m.
What happens when the
Holy Spirit descends on the *All events are at the church
horrid trenches of World

War 1? Come join us and

Dec. 19 No Time Chil-
dren’s Event5:30 — 7 p.m.
Do you wish you had spent
less time doing and more
time enjoying? Come to a

kid-friendly dinner, fol- see.

Dec. 24 Christmas Evehil-
dren’s Service5 p.m.

Dec. 24 Christmas EvEradi-
tional Adult Candlelight
Service7:30 p.m.

Dec. 25 Christmas Dagasual
worship 10:30 a.m. Come in
your PJs! It's a service of fa-
miliar carols, traditional
Christmas stories, and above
all, celebration!

// .

Every day, the
AdvenRestoration

Chapelin the
Narthex — a cozy
'-5“" place, filled
3 g: with books for all
ages, and quiet for
cos} o ¥

prayer and reflec-
tionwhenever

you need it When the church
is open, the Retoration Chapel
is open. Watch for details in
your bulletin.

' %%

Good gift ideas

Conscious Con-
suming is having its
5th annual alterna-
tive qift fair, Gift it
Up, at The River
of Life Church in
Jamaica Plain.

They gather about
14 non-profits, in-

International, the
African Mission
Society, Prison
Book, The Net-

cluding Grassroots

work/La Red, and
Heifer Interna-
tional. If you can't
make it to the fair
on Dec. 1 from
noon to 4 p.m., you
can still purchase

alternative gifts at
www.gift itup-
com.

*H
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Jesus will still be born to the world

If all my decorations are up or not

osiah has a funny way of keep-  hand, sometimes greet the approaching sg this year, after watching Josiah’s
ing track of time. In brief thisis  season with exhaustion and mental to- sweet face light up, I've committed

his calendar, which of course do lists that reel through my mind like  myself to greet Advent with the same

begins with his birthday: birth- an old movie projector. My thoughts do joy and wonder as Josiah will. I've de-

day, thanksgiving, advent, not immediately jump to advent can-  cided to stop complaining about things
Christmas, Epiphany, Valentine 's Day, dles or the beautiful créches we've | have to do and insteahjoy the doing

Isaac’s birthday,
Lent, Easter,
spring, summer,
Fourth of July,
(vacations!), back
to school, church
fair, Halloween,
and then back to
his birthday. He
was pondering hi
internal calendar
the other day and
asked me, “What
comes again afte
Thanksgiving?” |
responded,

“Advent." |fon|y EIEIEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEERN

you couIdchl)iv\;ev ci:aent t?ne Iloolg1 o= .
his face. Id think | had Buy Me NOthlng.
I’1l Still Love You.

told him we were going to Dis-
ney World (something he has

This coupon entitles the bearer to give love
instead of mass-produced gifts.

recently learned about.) His
Clip it, copy it, give it to your loved ones.

\

broad smile and twinkling eyes
stopped me in my tracks and
made me question why | hadn™
responded to the news with as
much joy and excitement.

To Josiah, Advent is all about
special celebrations and rituals
It's about beautiful decorations,
holy Nativity scenes, new book
presents for no reason, and of
course St. Nicholas and stock-
ings. He enjoys decorating our
house and meticulously helps me ar-  been collecting since Jon Paul and |
range our family créches. Like all chil-  married, but instead | brace myself for
dren, he loves opening each new win-  the impending hustle. | know I'm not
dow on his advent calendar and reveals alone in this feeling. Often it seems like
in the mystery of the circle of candles  we adults can grow pretty grumpy dur-

For more ideas, contact Alternatives for Simple Living — Equipping people of faith to challenge
consumerism, lve justly and celebrate responsibly —since 1973, Cand concept: Robby Mason
Visit www SimpleLiving.org * Bmail: Allernatives®@ SimpleLiving org * Call (800} 821-6153)

at our dinner table. ing Advent. | can't tell you how many
people tell me that they can’t wait until
During Advent, Josiah is filled with Christmas is over. How sad!

wonder and anticipation. I, on the other

and not worry

if | don’t get all
of my cards in

the mail before
Dec. 25.

Who cares any-
way? Not to
mention Christ-
mas lasts 12
days after the
25th. I'm think-
ing | might
even dedicate
whole after-
noons to enjoy-
ing the wonder of Advent
with my boys and forget the
laundry, dinner, and Christ-
mas to-do list. Certainly, Je-
sus will still be born to the
world if all my decorations
are up or not.

There are so many ways our
church will be celebrating
this holy season this year.
Make sure you participate
and before you know it,
maybe that childlike joy will
ensnare you, too.

In Celebration of
the Coming One,

Abby



You have come to us as a small child,

but you have brought us the greatest of

all gifts, the gift of eternal love. Caress
us with your tiny hands, embrace us
with your tiny arms, and pierce our
hearts with your soft, sweet cries.”

$ %&%()* +,%-./ 0" 123

When the song of an angel is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the king and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among the others
To make music in the heart.

")4%( 5 %6'&

Home for Christmas: Stories for Young
and Oldincludes 20 time-honored
Christmas stories. Several are by world
famous authors like Pearle Buck; others
are little known tales not available in
English anywhere else. The type of book
you want to curl up with during advent to
remind yourself of the wonder of Christ-
mas.

Movie: Charlie Brown’s Christmas

What else needs to be said? It's a classic
But that’s not all. The true meaning of
Christmas is recited from the opening
chapters of Luke’s Gospel.

Church directory

We are producing an in-house church directorydid®and we
need your help. We are beginning the process kipgyou to
fill out this form to verify that we have the cocténformation
for our church family. Please return it to the iuoffice as

soon as possible.

Name(s)

Children’ names

Address

Email Address(es): (H=Home) (W= work)

Telephone:

(home)

(el

(work)

If you have any questions, please call the chuffibeo at
(508) 668-1355. Thank you for your help.

n *%

Have you heard the good news?

Our church is
wired for sound!
We have a special
FM listening sys-
tem for Hearing
Impaired people.
All you have to do
is ask an usher for
an “EasyListener.”

EasyListeners
are designed for
all people, no mat-
ter your level of
hearing. Just be-
cause it is titled a
“Hearing Im-
paired” system

doesn’t mean that
people with only a
slight hearing
problem can't
benefit from the
EasyListener.

They will am-
plify any speech
that is broadcast
through the micro-
phones in the
sanctuary.

The listener
controls the vol-

himself. EasyLis-
teners are as easy
to use as an old
fashion transistor
radio - just put the
earbud in your ear
and turn the vol-
ume dial.

Our church has
four individual

EasyListener units.

Most weeks only
one or two are be-
ing used. ltisa

ume and is able set shame more are

it to a level that is
comfortable for

not taking advan-
tage of this won-

derful service our
Church provides.
One faithful user
recently ex-
pressed “If it
were not for this
(pointing to the
Easylistener,) |
would not be
here!” Talk to an
usher or Cindy
Hanifin if you
have any ques-
tions or would
like to purchase
your own unit.

+
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I
Raise money for the soup kitchen

Did you ever wonder where the Love Table dollars go? Pleas¢he&allowing letter from St. Paul’'s Soup Kitchen and
don’t forget to support our Love Tables by not onlyghasing baked goods, but also baking them and bringingtthem
church on Dec 16.

Dear friends food that is do- including to volunteer

of St. Paul’s nated. yours, feed a organizations.
Table: significant por- As we try to
This year to tion of that to-  refine our ef-

tal. We appre- forts we will be
ciate the work  in touch with
you do and you more fre-
want you to see quently with
how your ser-  information

We thank you date we have
so much for the served almost
faithful service 15,000 meals
you and your  and expect to
colleagues pro- hit 22,500 by

vide to the hun- year end. In the vice fits into updates, volun-
gry and home- year 2008 we the remarkable t_eer opportqm-
less fromthe  expect to serve operation ties and various
Brockton area. almost 30,000 called St. issues pre-
Every meal meals if we can Paul's Table. sented here at
St. Paul's Ta-

three days a add more teams
week and the  to serve on
weekends is Tuesdays and

We know how ble.
important com-
munication is

prepared and  Thursdays. Our )4)6)&
served by vol-  weekend sup- to any effort, 4 &
unteers with  port groups, but especially M%(&:)%
Love Table Gifts for the needy
Come support the Love Table on Dec. | Gift donations are Gift suggestions include CVS, Target, Wal-
16 during coffee hour where baked wanted for the City Mis- warm jackets, hats, green’s, etc. Only new
goods and various gift items will be sion Society’s Christmas gloves and scarves, items accepted. Dona-
available to purchase. All proceeds Shop allows those in sweaters and sweatshirts tions can be placed in the
will go towards St. Paul's Soup need from the Boston for all ages and genders, collection bin located in
Kitchen in Brockton. Bake or just community to provide games, books, and ethnic the hallway near the Sun-
come by and spend some cash. The “gifts” for their families dolls. This year'pre- day school rooms from
Love Table is in Herbert Harrison Hall for the holidays. The ferreditems include ex-  Nov. 25 through Dec. 7
after church. success of the program  tra large winter coats, (a more detailed gift sug-
depends on the generos- Stylish gifts for teens and gestion list is located on
ity of people like you. $15+ gift cards from bin).

The Christmas Fund

The Christmas Fund, one of the United Church of Christ.  church workers, emergency s included in this month's
four Special Mission Offer-  The Christmas Fund helps  assistance to clergy families CIA. Please remember

ings of the UCC, provides  provide pension and health  jn need and Christmas those who have served and
assistance in times of need  premium supplementation checks to hundreds of an- give generously.
to those who have served to low-income retired nuitants. A pledge envelope



R BAG
M?NH %HS

Lead your family and friends o your
house this holiday with luminarias
celebrating Jesus’ birth.

WHAT ¥0u NEED!

o Pencil

« Brown paper lunch bags

« Hole punch, tack or pushpin
« Sand

« Votive candles or tea lights

WHAT ¥0u DO

@ Draw a simple picture,
word or symbol of Jesus’
birth on the bag; for
example, a star, a manger,
a heart, alamb, a wise
man or the word “JOY.”

@ Using a hole punch or push-
pin, punch holes along the
drawing, leaving a little
space between each hole.
Punch all the way through
both sides of the bag so
you end up with the same
design on both sides when
the bag is opened. When
using a pin, place a piece
of cardboard under the
bag or work on carpet so
nothing gets damaged.

© Open the bag and fill each
luminaria with about two
inches of sand. Then sink
a votive candle or tea light
in the center of the sand.

O Place the luminarias
along a walk, patio or
porch. Have an adult

%dm%fé%

A new baby brings joy and the anticipation of what he or she
will grow up to become. Jesus’ birth was miraculous, but His
life was prophesied and planned by God.

Unscramble the words below, matching them to their correct spelling. Then
use the numbers to fill in the correct words to complete Luke 1:32-33 (NIV).

nos forever
seouh end
northe Son
roevefr house
dingmok throne
den kingdom

12. taerg he
8. eh Jacob 1

13. gHhi  father
7. aDvid give

10. bocla great
3. reafth High
4, vieg David

Ve, N

“He will be and will be called the
12 2
of the Most - . The Lord God wiill
4
him the of his s
5 3 7

and will reign over the
8 11

of : his will
10

never —— %/32433 NIV
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Becky Nolan, who passed her nursing
boards

Elena Gearty for winning four horse show
ribbons

Melissa and Toby Hubbard on the engage-
ment of their son.

Judy Swahnberg and Carl Novotny on the
birth of a new granddaughter, Francesca
Rose Novotny, born on Thursday, Novem-
ber T, weighing 6 Ibs., 14 oz. Parents are
Ali Loverso and Nick Novotny.

Todd Sandahl
55 Hoover Road
Walpole, MA 02081

Extend your season greetings to your church
family with just one card! Please post your carg
on the “Christmas Greetings” bulletin board in
the office hallway or mail your card to the officq
for posting.

<

Neponset Choral Society presents:
Season of Miracles
Michael V. Turner, Artistic Director
Linda Jiorle-Nagy Assistant Director
Featuring
Ned Rorem’s Miracle of Christmas,
Choruses from Handel’'s Messiah,
other seasonal selections,
and our holiday Sing-Along
For advance tickets:
Call Ticket Manager: Carolyn Guiod
At 508-668-3407
Adults: $15; Seniors/Students: $13
Dec. 8 & Dec. 9,8 p.m. and 2 p.m.
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
116 South Street, Foxboro, MA

The new Altar Flower Chart for 2008 is now
posted in the Narthex. Be the first to sign up fo
altar flowers in 2008 and have your choice of

dates. As always, thanks for your support.

Children’s Christmas Eve service

The Christian Educa-

tion Committee is

looking for children in

grades four and up for

speaking parts and

children in grades

three and below for

non-speaking parts in )
the Children’s Christ-

mas Eve service.

If you are interested in and Dec. 23 immedi-
participating, a CE ately following
committee member church.

will be coming to the
Sunday school class-
rooms in early Decem-
ber for sign-up. If you
miss the sign-up dur-
ing Sunday school,
please contact Becky
Nolan at 508-668-

If you plan to partici-
pate in the Christmas
Eve Service you must
attend at least one re-
hearsal.

7195 or september-
farm@lycos.com.

The rehearsals are
scheduled for Dec. 16

Be a better parker

This parking stuff is so important, wéan you park on the street, even if

decided to reprint this article again dbere is plenty of space in the
a reminder. parking lot so that the lot remains

open for visitors and
the elderly?

As our church continues to look at
our parking issues, including

creating space for newcomers to
park, can you consider these thingl?

-Above all else, always make

sure to fill the small lot on

the Cofsky side of the church

first. In fact, pack in
your cars as tightly as
possible in that less
obvious

{If you can help it, bring only
one car per family to
worship. This isn’t
always possible, but if it

means everyone has parking lot.

to be ready only 10

minutesearly, please try. E -Can you
carpool? Do

-Can you walk to church? you drive

right by someone else’s house
every Sunday? Every Sunday?

Mr.White, a former

member of our church,

walked to church every

Sunday until he was 98.

If you can’t walk and can’t carpool,

10



Let Advent be Advent

Emmanuel means ‘God is with us’ — let's remembait th

ow can we make real

the meaning of Em-

manuel — “God with

us” — during this

Christmas season? How
can it be a time of joyful celebration that
does not undermine our faith?

Restore meaningful gift-giving prac-
tices that are personal, thoughtful,
and considerate of the Earth’s re-
sources and people. Find ways to
give of yourself through what you

can make, what you can teach some-
one to do, and gifts of your time,

Let Advent be Advent! Reclaim the
weeks before Christmas as a time to
prepare for the celebration of -
Christ’s birth through prayer, study 1\ o
and reflection. Traditionally, NN ’ G
Advent was a time for disciplined ‘\.;.\' ) !
self-examination. Now the first Y
Sunday of Advent sometimes
inaugurates four weeks of
celebrating.

Let the traditional Advent R
texts, which emphasize preparation %8
and self-examination, set the -
tone for the weeks before Christmas V

in your family and congregation L .

resist the forces of commercialism
that tell us that the only way to l: ‘
show love is to buy. Those forces !
are so great, especially in the
months before Christmas, that g
we need what John Francis
Kavanaugh has called “a
spirituality of cultural
resistance.” Worship,
church school and all other
parish activities are the places
where his spirituality can
be nurtured in the months
before Christmas.
Reconsider perpetuating the
Santa Claus traditions in your
household. This is a difficult
issue, and one which people
united against the commercialization
of Christmas can disagree. Some
families are enjoying a rediscovery

of the St. Nicholas tradition and the
creation of new traditions. Take the
steps necessary to bring a new sense
of integrity to your household’s
Christmas celebration.
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especially to younger children and
older parents. For those who con-
sider themselves busy professionals,
time may be the most treasured gift
to be given.

Rechannel a significant amount -
say 25% — of the money you spent
last Christmas to the hunger pro-
gram or other social ministries of
the Church as a “birthday gift” for
Jesus. As Jesus said, “Inasmuch as
you did it to the least of these, you
did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40) Do a
cost analysis of your family’s
spending last Christmas. Then,
covenant with family members to
rechannel a significant
part of it this year.

Make your cele-
bration inclusive, not
exclusive. When you
gather your
circle of family and
friends at Christmas,
include those who
might otherwise be alone.
Their presence will be a
reminder to you of the
purpose of this celebration,
as well as bring added joy
to all involved.

“Making room” means
rejoicing in the promise of
Christ’s birth and joining in
the effort to fulfill it.

Merry Christmas!
-Milo Thorniper

For more ideas, contact
ALTERNATIVES

for Simple Living
(800/821-6153)
Alternatives@

Simple Living.org
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Looking for Christian activities for
your kids? We've got something
for all ages: Daily Advent medita-
tion booklets, featuring writings by
Henry Nouwen for adults; a meal-
time prayer booklet for the house-
hold; a cut-out-and-create Christ-
mas nativity scene for our kids.
These items are available in Her-
bert Harrison Hall during coffee
hour.

Our church school volunteer staff
is about to change over for the nex
trimester. Our fall teachers will
teach their last class on Dec. 9.
Many thanks. Our Winter Term
teachers begin Dec. 16 and will
teach through March 9, 2008. Fall
teachers should clean their rooms
to prepare for the transition. Winter
term teachers are encouraged to
stop in to their class on Dec. 9 to
pick up the teacher materials, in
preparation for the transition.

If your child is attending Sunday
school but has never formally reg-
istered, please fill out a registration|
form which can be found in the
resource room down in the Sunday
school hall; completed forms can
be left on the table in the resource
room. Your child’s teacher can

help with this process, if necessary}

Questions? Contact Kathy Hinds a
508-668-7149 or Carolyn Guiod at
508-668-3407, co-superintendents
of church school.

[
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No room in the inn;

room In our hearts?

2,000 years after a homeless man named Jesusigstdbl
Christianity, there are three million Americans wdan't
have a place to call home, while the rest of us &ublind
eye to this modern disgrace. In the city of Bostarthis
Christmas Day, 7,200 people will be sleepmg indtreets.
Another 2,500 families 4~

will be in homeless shel-
ters because, just as the
was no room in the inn,
there’s no room in our
hearts to house the hom
less poor. In New York
City, there will be 25,00(
homeless — that’s abou
the population of Wal-
pole. There is not a single
community in this country not impacted by homelessn It
is no longer a uniquely urban phenomenon. Whetbar y
live in a rural, urban or suburban community, yauréa
neighbors who have no place to call home.

Blue Christmas Service

Blue? Yes, blue as in the
blues. As in “I am feeling
blue.”

ality painful for many of us.

If you find Christmas a dif-
ficult time of year, or if you
need to be reminded in the
midst of “holiday glitz” that
Christmas is about Jesus
and not Santa, or if you are
willing to be present for

Not everyone is up and
cheery for the Christmas
season. Dealing with the
death of a loved one, facing
life after divorce or separa-
tion, coping with the loss of those who are suffering,
a job, living with cancer or  come join us for a simple
some other disease that puts meal followed by a quiet
a question mark over the worship service in the
future, wondering just how
you will financially face the
strain of the Christmas gift
giving tradition, and a num-
ber of other human situa-
tions make parties and jovi-

12 at 6 p.m.

If you can’t make the meal,
please come to the worship
service, starting around 7m.

chapel on Wednesday, Dec.
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The Journey of Parent-
ing (and Grandpar-
enting) Special Chil-
dren: Tuesday, Dec.
11, 2007 at 10-11:15
a.m. in the Youth
Room

Parenting is a complex
experience. At any
moment it can be filled
with joy, laughter,

love, responsibility,
exhaustion, fear for the
future, surprise, won-
der. Sometimes all of
the above!

Parenting children
with special needs can
be a further challenge
for parents. Parents
face many questions:
How can we best help
our children? How
can we balance our
own needs and the
needs of our children?
How can our church be
an environment of love
and refreshment for
our children?

We want to create an
on-going support min-
istry for the families of
special children. We'll
meet Tuesday, Dec. 11
at 10 a.m. in the Youth
Room. Join us if you
can. We'll discuss a
topic for the first half
an hour, and then open
up the rest of our time
together to focus on
ways we can be sup-
portive to one another.

6# .
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Our relationship with money

“The little sentence, ‘You cannot serve God andltkéaums up the threat of having money WaIpOIe
and possessions. When one has wealth, one is @ mapteust in that wealth. Food
When wealth becomes the object of one's trust, Weslth has taken the place of Jesus Christ, Pantr
who is the only worthy object of a believer's trust y
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Bring groceries to
church if you'd like
to donate to Walpole

Live Nativity
scene

A live Nativity, complete with the
animals, will be presented hourly in
the barn at Overlook Farm, home to
Heifer International, in Rutland,

MA. Overlook Farm is a 270-acre
working farm that educates the pub-
lic about world hunger, poverty and
solutions through animal agricul-
ture. There will be an offering taken
at the conclusion of each presenta-
tion. There is no charge for this
event, but they ask everyone to
bring a plate of cookies to share.

Sleigh or hay rides will also be
available. Purchase gifts from
around the world in their fair-trade
Global Goods Gift Shop. Heifer
International is a nonprofit organiza-
tion working to end world hunger by
giving cows, goats and other food-
and income-producing livestock to
impoverished families around the
world. For more information about
Heifer International, including di-
rections to the farm, or the Heifer
International Learning center, go to
overlook.farm@heifer.org or www.
heifer.org.

Food Pantry.
There’s always a
grocery cart outside

I
Herbert Harrison
Coffee hour hosts needed| H"

We have many, many openings for coffee hour h&tase
sign up on the bulletin board downstairs outsideblg Harri-
son Hall or e-mail or call Judy at the office.

Advent Restoration Chapel

“Let every heart, prepare him room...”

pens for journaling and prayer writing,

and a board for prayer requests.

This Advent Season, the Union Congrega-

tional Church is setting aside a cozy cornelAdvent is a time of waiting and a time of

in the narthex as an “Advent Restoration memory. Sometimes it can be joyous, and

Chapel” and we invite all ages to come, at other times, painful. Both Abby and |

visit and refresh your soul. will host some of the Restoration Chapel
hours. When the church is open, the Res-

Sit in the rocking chair, sip a cup of tea or toration Chapel is open. Watch for details

cocoa, pick up a
Christmas story,
re-read a favorite
Bible passage.
The Restoration
Chapel is the an-
tidote to the
Mall: a space for
prayer, medita-
tion or memo-
ries. There will
be baskets of
reading materi-
als: Christmas
books for chil-
dren, Bibles in
different transla-
tions, stories anc.

on the hours
and the pastors’
hours’ in your
bulletin.

By visiting the
Restoration
Chapel, we
weary mortals
can pause, and
create space in
our hearts for
God to dwell.

So where is the
narthex, you
may ask? If
you've come in

poetry. Music and art can both be ways of the front of the church, it's that cozy, car-

getting in touch with the Holy Spirit, so

we’'ll have a variety of music on CDs to
listen to, and there will also be a basket of
art supplies for those who might want to
pray by creating a mandala, and paper and
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peted foyer-like area to the left.

-Judy
Swahnberg
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PERMIT NO. 6
During this holiday memory of or in tions to glorify the Christmas cheer. essary.
season, members anc honor of loved ones  Sanctuary for Christ- Any surplus will be Poinsettias may be

friends of Union Con-  Money raised will be mas services, and to  applied to the Flower picked up after ser-
gregational Church  used by the Diaconate buy baskets of fruitto Fund which is used to vices if you so desire
are invited to donate to purchase Christmas share with our shut-ins buy Altar flowers dur- or they can be deliv-
$10 to our church in  poinsettias and decora and others in need of ing the year when nec- ered to shut-ins.

Please send your Christmas Flower Fund donatieditdtion (this form), to the church office withypaent
today. A donation of $10 is suggested.
The dedication/memorial in the Christmas bulleshsuld readgleaseprint):
Given By:
In Memory / Honor / to the Glory of
(circle one)
Pleasecheck one of the following:
I will pick up my poinsettia(s) following the Gbtmas Eve Service.
I will deliver my / poinsettia(s) to someone iarahurch family: name(s) o
folks you'll be delivering to]

I will pick up my poinsettia(s) after Sunday, D&0.
| do not plan to take the plant(s). Please healbnation to support the purchase of Sanctuagordtions

and the Altar flower fund.
14
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